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Dutch Queen Beatrix poses for a photographer prior or shortly after announcing her April 30, 2013, abdication in a prerecorded speech in The Hague, Netherlands, 
Monday Jan. 28, 2013. Beatrix, who turns 75 on Thursday, has ruled the nation of 16 million for more than 32 years and would be succeeded by her eldest son. Crown 
Prince Willem-Alexander. 

(AP Photo/RVD, HO) 


Willem-Alexander to be first Dutch king since 1890 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The Netherlands' 
Queen Beatrix announced 
Monday that she is ending 
her reign after 33 years and 
passing the crown to her 
eldest son, who has long 
been groomed to be king 
but who will have to work 
hard to match his mother’s 
popularity. 

The widely expected ab¬ 
dication comes at a time 
of debate over the future 
of the largely ceremonial 
Dutch monarchy, but also 


as calm has descended 
upon the Netherlands after 
a decade of turmoil that 
saw Beatrix act as the glue 
that held together an in¬ 
creasingly divided society. 
“Responsibility for our coun¬ 
try must now lie in the hands 
of a new generation,” 
Beatrix, one of Europe’s 
longest-serving monarchs, 
said in the simple, televised 
speech announcing her 
abdication. 

The queen, who turns 75 in 
just a few days, said she will 
step down from the throne 
on April 30. That same day. 


her eldest son, Willem-Alex¬ 
ander, will be appointed 
king at an inauguration in 
Amsterdam. 

He will be the Netherlands' 
first king since Willem III died 
in 1890. 

Willem-Alexander is a 
45-year-old father of three 
young daughters, an Inter¬ 
national Olympic Commit¬ 
tee member, a pilot and 
a water management ex¬ 
pert. 

Over the years, he has strug¬ 
gled to win the affection of 
this nation of 16 million, but 
his immensely popular wife. 


the Argentine-born Maxi¬ 
ma, has helped him gain 
more acceptance ever 
since she brushed away a 
tear during their wedding 
in 2002. 

They are a hard-working 
couple: Willem-Alexander 
regularly gives speeches at 
water conferences, sharing 
his low-lying nation’s centu¬ 
ries of experience battling 
to stay dry, while soon-to- 
be Queen Maxima, a for¬ 
mer investment banker, 
has carved out a career as 
a microfinance expert. 
Together, the pair has of¬ 


ten been seen cheering 
on Dutch sportsmen and 
women at Olympics from 
Beijing, to Vancouver and 
London. 

“He's known as ‘Mister Wa¬ 
ter,’ isn't he? He seems like 
a reliable person, just like 
his mother,” said Desiree 
Hoving, an Amsterdam resi¬ 
dent. 

“I don’t really have an 
emotional response to 
him, but I do think it’s nice 
that Maxima is going to be 
queen.” 

Continued on Page 3 
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Cuba’s Castro assumes rotating CELAC presidency 


LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) 

— Cuban President Raul 
Castro assumed the presi¬ 
dency of the Community 


of Latin American and Ca¬ 
ribbean States on Monday 
in a demonstration of re¬ 
gional unity against U.S. ef¬ 
forts to isolate the commu¬ 
nist government through a 
50-year-old economic em¬ 


bargo. 

Castro was warmly wel¬ 
comed by his colleagues 
as he spoke Monday at the 
closing ceremony of the 
CELAC summit in Santiago, 


taking over the rotating 
presidency from Chile. 

He described what he 
called “a common vision 
for the Latin American and 
Caribbean homeland,” 
saying that CELAC “joins 


the 33 independent na¬ 
tions of our America to 
build a space for national 
sovereignty and encour¬ 
age integration.” 

Castro said Venezuelan 


President Hugo Chavez 
had helped realize South 
American independence 
hero Simon Bolivar's dream 
of unifying the region by 
negotiating the creation of 
the CELAC bloc in Decem¬ 


ber 2011. 

Many of the leaders speak¬ 
ing in Santiago described 
CELAC as a counterweight 
to the economic and po¬ 
litical power of the United 
States, which for decades 
froze Cuba out of the Or¬ 
ganization of American 
States and other regional 
groupings. 

“Cuba assumption of the 
presidency of the CELAC 
marks a change of times,” 
Argentine President Cris¬ 
tina Fernandez said. 

“For Chilean President Se¬ 
bastian Pinera to transfer 
the presidency pro tem¬ 
pore to Castro shows the 
times we're living.” 

The transfer of power from 
a Chilean leader to a Cas¬ 
tro would indeed have 
been unthinkable some 
years ago. 

Former Chilean President 
Salvador Allende commit¬ 
ted suicide during the 1973 
military coup that ousted 
his democratically elected 
socialist government. 

He used a rifle that he had 
received as a gift from Fi¬ 
del Castro, 

the current Cuban presi¬ 
dent's brother. 

The dictatorship of Gen. 
Augusto Pinochet then 
persecuted leftists, and the 
Chilean government offi¬ 


cially estimates that 3,095 
people were killed by his 
regime. 

Leftist Uruguayan Presi¬ 
dent Jose Mujica, a for¬ 
mer leftist guerrilla leader 
imprisoned and tortured 
during Uruguay’s dictator¬ 
ship, said it was refreshing 
to meet European presi¬ 
dents and prime ministers 
on equal terms, for the first 
time in more than 70 years 
, “without the boss from the 
north” at the table. 
Conservative voices 

around the hemisphere, 
however, have criticized 
the region's democracies 
for allowing the Cuban 
leader to take charge. 

“It's hard to take the 
CELAC seriously when in 
their foundational charter 
they put that they’re going 
to defend democracy and 
then they elect a military 
dictator as its president,” 
Miami Herald columnist 
Andres Oppenheimer told 
The Associated Press. 

“It’s a joke, he said. “Either 
they should abstain from 
electing Raul Castro as 
president or they should 
delete their foundational 
charters to promoting de¬ 
mocracy. 

Both, together, are a con¬ 
tradiction that doesn’t 
make sense. 



Cuba’s President Raul Castro speaks during the CELAC summit in Santiago, Chile, Monday, Jan. 
28, 2013. Castro took over the rotating presidency of the Community of Latin American and 
Caribbean States on Monday in what he says is a show of regional unity against U.S. efforts to 
isolate the communist government through a 50-year-old economic embargo. 

(AP Photo/CELAC, Prensa Cumbre) 


Antigua gets WTO’s OK to become copyright haven 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Ameri¬ 
cans call it piracy. Anti¬ 
guans call it justice. 

The islands of Antigua and 
Barbuda are threatening 
to strip intellectual property 
protections from American 
goods as part of a long- 
running trade dispute over 
the U.S. embargo on the 
tiny Caribbean nation’s 
online gambling industry. 
U.S. officials say fhe pro¬ 
posed copyright haven — 
whose broad outlines were 
approved Monday at the 
World Trade Organization 
in Geneva — amounts to 
“government-authorized 
piracy.” But Antiguans, 
who’ve won a series of le¬ 
gal victories against the 
U.S. at the international 
trade body, reject any 
suggestion that they’re pi¬ 


rates. 

“We have followed the 
rules and procedures of 
the WTO to the letter,” An¬ 
tigua’s high commissioner 
to London, Carl Roberts, 
said in a statement Mon¬ 
day. “Our little country is 
doing precisely what it has 
earned the right to do un¬ 
der international agree¬ 
ments.” 

The U.S. and Antigua have 
been tussling for years over 
fhe ability of Americans to 
use online casinos based 
in the Caribbean nation. 
U.S. laws have long been 
interpreted to mean that 
Internet gambling is illegal 
if it crosses state lines. 

The World Trade Organiza¬ 
tion, however, has come 
down on Antigua's side. In 
2007, it allowed the islands 
to draw $21 million a year's 
worth of “nullification or 


impairments" from the United States as a penalty for the 
continuing refusal of fhe U.S. fo allow American custom¬ 
ers to place their online bets in Antigua. 

Antiguan officials say they could make up the money 
through the operation of a copyright haven, although 



Britain's Prince Charles talks to, from left, the High Commissioner 
for the Bahamas Mr Eldred Edison Bethel, his wife Dawne, the 
High Commissioner for Antigua and Barbuda Mr Dr Carl Roberts 
and his wife Pauline during a reception for High Commissioners 
representing Commonwealth realm nations at Clarence House 
in central London. (AP Photo/PA, John Stillwell) 


what that might look like 
and what its scope would 
be remains unclear. Anti¬ 
guan officials have kepf 
details vague and the 
move has little precedent. 
Observers have suggested, 
for example, a subscription 
service to access copy- 
right-free American music, 
or a pay-per-download 
site that charges pennies 
for Hollywood hits. 

Mark Mendel, a lawyer for 
Antigua’s government, 
cautioned that whatever 
ends up being set up, it 
wouldn’t be an Antiguan 
version of The Pirate Bay, 
the free-for-all file sharing 
site whose name has be¬ 
come synonymous with il¬ 
legal downloads. 

“We aren’t going to be 
flaunting the rules," he said 
in a telephone interview 
last week. □ 
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Willem-Alexander to be first Dutch king since 1890 


Continued from front 

Despite regular public ap¬ 
pearances, Willem-Alexan¬ 
der is also fiercely private, 
giving reporters and pho¬ 
tographers brief, choreo¬ 
graphed glimpses of his 
family in return for being 
left in peace the rest of the 
time. 

“He and Princess Maxima 
are fully prepared for their 
future roles," Beatrix said. 
“They will serve our nation 
with dedication, faithfully 
preserve the constitution 
and bring all their talents to 
the monarchy.” 

Despite her popularity, 
Maxima has always car¬ 
ried an air of controversy 
because her father was 
an agriculture minister in 
the military junta that ruled 
Argentina with an iron fist 
in the late 1970s and early 
1980s. 

In a move that may curtail 
possible protests, the Royal 
House said that Maxima 
told Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte that her parents will 
not attend the inaugura¬ 
tion. 

In her brief, prerecord¬ 
ed speech from her Huis 
ten Bosch Palace in The 
Hague, Beatrix said she 
was, “deeply grateful for 
the great faith you have 
shown in me in the many 
years that I could be your 
queen.” 

The queen’s departure is 
sure to bring about an out¬ 
pouring of sentimental and 
patriotic feelings among 
the Dutch, most of whom 
adore Beatrix. In everyday 
conversation, many of her 
subjects refer to her simply 
by the nickname “Bea.” 
Well-wishers immediately 
gathered outside the pal¬ 
ace Monday. 

One of them, Laura 
Dinkshof, took along a 
homemade orange ban¬ 
ner. “We hope the queen 
will see it," she said. “It says 
we were very happy with 
our queen and we wish her 
a nice retirement and that 
we have trust in our new 
king.” 

Rutte, a staunch monar¬ 
chist, said that ever since 
her coronation in 1980, Be¬ 
atrix — the nation’s oldest- 
ever monarch — “applied 


herself heart and soul for 
Dutch society." 

Beatrix succeeded her 
mother, Juliana, as head 
of state, and her reign has 
been marked by tumultu¬ 
ous shifts in Dutch society 
and, more recently, by per¬ 
sonal tragedy. 

Observers believe Beatrix 
remained on the throne for 
so long in part because of 
unrest in Dutch society as 


1890. 


the country struggled to 
assimilate more and more 
immigrants, mainly Mus¬ 
lims from North Africa, and 
shifted away from its tradi¬ 
tional reputation as one of 
the world’s most tolerant 
nations. 

Beatrix was also thought to 
be giving time for her son 


to enjoy fatherhood before 
taking the throne. 

The abdication also comes 
at a time of trial for Beatrix. 
A year ago, she was struck 
by personal tragedy when 
the second of her three 
sons, Prince Friso, was left 
in a coma after being en¬ 
gulfed by an avalanche 
while skiing in Austria. 

And even in a job that is 
mostly symbolic to begin 


with, the previous govern¬ 
ment stripped her of one of 
her few remaining powers: 
the ability to name a can¬ 
didate to begin Cabinet 
formation after the election 
of the national parliament. 
Beatrix’s reign began in dif¬ 
ficult economic times and 
there were riots in Amster¬ 


dam at her inauguration, 
as thousands of demon¬ 
strators protesting the city's 
housing shortages fought 
pitched battles with police 
just a few hundred meters 
(yards) from the downtown 
palace where she was 
crowned. 

But throughout her tenure 
she was a calming influ¬ 
ence on society, particu¬ 
larly in the aftermath of the 


2002 assassination of popu¬ 
list politician Pirn Fortuyn 
and the murder two years 
later of filmmaker Theo van 
Gogh by a Muslim extrem¬ 
ist. 

In more recent years, per¬ 
sonal tragedies exposed 
a softer side of the queen 
and brought her closer to 


her subjects. 

The death of her German- 
born husband. Prince 
Claus, took a toll on her, 
and it was apparent how 
deep her reliance on the 
quiet man had been: she 
was filmed leaning heavily, 
almost hanging, on Prince 
Friso's arm as they entered 
the church for her spouse's 
funeral. 

I“l think it's a good time for 


her to leave, with all that 
happened in her life re¬ 
cently," said 44-year-old 
Bert Duesenberg of The 
Hague as he stood at her 
palace gates. “I also think 
that Alexander is ready to 
take over and he has to do 
that. It is good news and it's 
time for the change."□ 



Dutch Queen Beatrix, right, and Dutch Crown Prince Willem-Alexander, left, wave to wellwishers from the balcony of Royal Palace 
Noordeinde in The Hague, Netherlands. Queen Beatrix announced her April 30, 2013, abdication in a prerecorded speech in The 
Hague, Netherlands, Monday Jan. 28, 2013. Beatrix, who turns 75 on Thursday, has ruled the nation of 16 million for more than 32 
years. Beatrix will be succeeded by her eldest son. Crown Prince Willem-Alexander, which will make him the first Dutch king since 

(AP Photo/Peter Dejong) 
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Senators call bipartisan immigration plan a ‘breakthrough’ 


ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - A biparti¬ 
san group of senators un¬ 
veiled on Monday a set of 
principles for comprehen¬ 
sive immigration legislation 
that includes a pathway 
to citizenship for the 11 mil¬ 
lion immigrants already in 
the country illegally, con¬ 
tingent on first securing the 
nation's borders. 

The group hopes to have 
legislation drafted by 
March, and a vote before 
the August recess. Speaker 
John A. Boehner, whose 
support will be crucial 
for shepherding any bill 
through the Republican- 
controlled House, did not 
comment on the princi¬ 
ples, but his office offered 
a brief stafemenf. 

“The speaker welcomes 
the work of leaders like 
Senator Rubio on this is¬ 
sue,” referring to Marco Ru¬ 
bio, R-Fla. The speaker “is 
looking forward to learning 
more about the proposal 
in the coming days,” said 
Michael Steel, a spokes¬ 
man for Boehner. 

Five of the group's eight 
senators - Charles E. 
Schumer of New York, 


Richard J. Durbin of Illinois 
and Robert Menendez of 
New Jersey, all Democrats; 
and Rubio and a fellow 
Republican, John McCain 
of Arizona - made the an¬ 
nouncement. Sens. Jeff 
Flake of Arizona and Lind¬ 


sey Graham of South Car¬ 
olina, both Republicans, 
and Sen. Michael Bennet 
of Colorado, a Democrat, 
were not present but are 
part of the group. 

The eight senators, Schum¬ 
er said, “have come to¬ 


gether on a set of biparti¬ 
san principles for compre¬ 
hensive immigration reform 
legislation that we hope 
can pass the Senate in 
overwhelming and biparti¬ 
san fashion.” 

“We still have a long way 


to go, but this biparti¬ 
san movement is a major 
breakthrough," he said. 

The group described four 
main pillars: border en¬ 
forcement, employer en¬ 
forcement, the handling 
of the flow of legal immi- 
grafion (including tempo¬ 
rary agricultural workers 
and high-skilled engineers) 
and a pathway to citizen¬ 
ship for those who entered 
the nation illegally. Mc¬ 
Cain called the pathway 
to citizenship the “most 
controversial piece of im¬ 
migration reform,” saying 
that the current situation 
amounts to “de facto am¬ 
nesty” and that the ille¬ 
gal immigrants deserve a 
chance to live legally in 
the country and ultimately 
become citizens. 

“We have been too con¬ 
tent for too long to al¬ 
low individuals to mow 
our lawn, serve our food, 
clean our homes and even 
watch our children, while 
not affording them any of 
the benefits that make our 
country so great,” he said. 
“I think everyone agrees 
that it's not beneficial fo 
our country to have these 
people hidden in the shad¬ 
ows.” 

Schumer said he and 
Durbin spoke Sunday 
evening with President 
Barack Obama, who 
plans to deliver his own 
speech on immigration 
Tuesday in Nevada, and 
that “he couldn’t be more 
pleased.” Menendez met 
with the president Friday 
as part of a meeting that 
the White House held with 
members of the Congres¬ 
sional Hispanic Caucus. 
Democratic and Repub¬ 
lican senators alike had 
feared fhaf any White 
House proposal could un¬ 
dercut their efforts by fright¬ 
ening away Republican 
lawmakers skittish about 
backing Obama's plan. 
When it became clear 
last week that the presi¬ 
dent planned to detail his 
own immigration blueprint 
Tuesday, they rushed to 
make their announcement 
ahead of him. When asked 
if the senators' proposal 
was undercutting the presi¬ 
dent, McCain replied that 
he thought their principles 
helped Obama.Q 



Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), center, at a news conference with other Democratic and Republican 
U.S. Senators on Capitol Hill, in Washington, Jan. 28,2013. The bipartisan group has agreed on a set 
of principles for a sweeping overhaul of the immigration system, including a pathway to American 
citizenship for 11 million illegal immigrants. From left: Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.), Rubio, Dick Durbin CD-Ill.) and Bob Menendez (D-N.J.). 

(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 
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Scouts considering retreat from no-gays policy 


DAVID CRARY 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Boy Scouts of America 
may soon give sponsors of 
troops the authority to de¬ 
cide whether to accept 
gays as scouts and leaders 
— a potentially dramatic 
retreat from an exclusion¬ 
ary nationwide policy that 
has provoked relentless 
protests. 

Under the change now 
being discussed, the dif¬ 
ferent religious and civic 
groups that sponsor Scout 
units would be able to de¬ 
cide for themselves how to 
address the issue — either 
maintaining an exclusion 
of gays, as is now required 
of all units, or opening up 
their membership. 
Gay-rights activists were 
elated at the prospect of 
change, sensing another 
milestone to go along with 
recent advances for same- 
sex marriage and the end 
of the ban on gays serving 
openly in the military. 
However, Southern Baptist 
leaders — who consider 
homosexuality a sin — were 
furious about the possible 
change and said its ap¬ 
proval might encourage 
Southern Baptist churches 
to support other boys' or¬ 
ganizations instead of the 
BSA. 

Monday’s announcement 
of the possible change 
comes after years of pro¬ 
tests over the no-gays 
policy — including peti¬ 
tion campaigns that have 
prompted some corpora¬ 
tions to suspend donations 


to the Boy Scouts. 

Under the proposed 
change, said BSA spokes¬ 
man Deron Smith, “the 
Boy Scouts would not, un¬ 
der any circumstances, 
dictate a position to units, 
members, or parents.” 
Smith said the change 
could be announced as 
early as next week, after 
BSA's national board con¬ 
cludes a regularly sched¬ 
uled meeting on Feb. 6. 
The meeting will be closed 
to the public. 

The BSA, which celebrat¬ 
ed its 100th anniversary in 
2010, has long excluded 
both gays and atheists. 
Smith said a change in the 
policy toward atheists was 
not being considered, and 
that the BSA continued to 
view “Duty to God” as one 
of its basic principles. 
Protests over the no-gays 
policy gained momentum 
in 2000, when the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court upheld the 
BSA’s right to exclude gays. 
Scout units lost sponsorships 
by public schools and oth¬ 
er entities that adhered to 
nondiscrimination policies, 
and several local Scout 
councils made public their 
displeasure with the policy. 
More recently, amid peti¬ 
tion campaigns, shipping 
giant UPS Inc. and drug- 
manufacturer Merck an¬ 
nounced that they were 
halting donations from 
their charitable founda¬ 
tions to the Boy Scouts as 
long as the no-gays policy 
was in force. 

Also, local Scout officials 
drew widespread criticism 


US Congress passes $50.5B 
Superstorm Sandy aid bill 


ANDREW MIGA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gress is sending a $50.5 bil¬ 
lion emergency relief mea¬ 
sure for Superstorm Sandy 
victims to President Barack 
Obama for his signature. 
The Senate on Monday 
cleared the bill, 62-36. 
Northeast lawmakers say 
the money is desperately 
needed to help recovery 
efforts from the one of the 
region’s worst storms. New 
Jersey and New York were 
especially hard-hit. The 


House passed the bill two 
weeks ago. 

The measure is aimed pri¬ 
marily at helping residents 
and businesses as well as 
state and local govern¬ 
ments rebuild from the Oct. 
29 storm. It passed despite 
opposition from fiscal con¬ 
servatives worried about 
adding to deficits. 

Sandy roared up the 
East Coast and has been 
blamed for more than 130 
deaths and billions of dol¬ 
lars in residential and busi¬ 
ness property damage.Q 


in recent months for oust¬ 
ing Jennifer Tyrrell, a lesbi¬ 
an mom, as a den leader 
of her son's Cub Scout 
pack and for refusing to 
approve an Eagle Scout 
application by Ryan An- 
dresen, a teen who came 
out as gay last fall. 

Tyrrell said she’s thrilled for 
parents and their children 
who've been excluded 
from scouting and “for 
those who are in Scouts 
and hiding who they are." 
“For me it’s not just about 
the Boy Scouts of Amer¬ 
ica, it’s about equality,” 
she told The Associated 
Press. “This is a step toward 
equality in all aspects.” 
Many of the protest cam¬ 
paigns, including one 
seeking Tyrrell's reinstate¬ 
ment, had been waged 
with help from the Gay & 
Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation. 

“The Boy Scouts of Amer¬ 
ica have heard from 
scouts, corporations and 
millions of Americans that 
discriminating against gay 
scouts and scout leaders 
is wrong,” said Herndon 
Graddick, GLAAD's presi¬ 
dent. “Scouting is a valu¬ 
able institution, and this 


change will only strength¬ 
en its core principles of fair¬ 
ness and respect." 

The Scouts had reaffirmed 
the no-gays policy as re¬ 
cently as last year, and 
appeared to have strong 
backing from conservative 
religious denominations — 
notably the Mormons, Ro¬ 
man Catholics and South¬ 
ern Baptists — which spon¬ 
sor large numbers of Scout 
units. Under the proposed 
change, they could con¬ 
tinue excluding gays. 

Prior to Monday’s an¬ 
nouncement, the BSA con¬ 
ferred with some leaders 
of these religious groups, 
although there were no of¬ 
ficial statements as to how 
they would respond. 

Said Sister Mary Ann Walsh, 
a spokeswoman for the 
U.S. Conference of Catho¬ 
lic Bishops, “The bishops 
hope the Boy Scouts will 
continue to work under the 
Judeo-Christians principles 
upon which they were 
founded and under which 
they have served youth 
well.” 

Were the change ad¬ 
opted, said Deron Smith, 
“there would no longer 
be any national policy re¬ 


garding sexual orientation, 
and the chartered organi¬ 
zations that oversee and 
deliver Scouting would ac¬ 
cept membership and se¬ 
lect leaders consistent with 
each organization’s mis¬ 
sion, principles, or religious 
beliefs. 

“BSA members and par¬ 
ents would be able to 
choose a local unit that 
best meets the needs of 
their families,” he said. “Un¬ 
der this proposed policy, 
the BSA would not require 
any chartered organiza¬ 
tion to act in ways incon¬ 
sistent with that organiza¬ 
tion’s mission, principles, or 
religious beliefs.” 

The announcement came 
shortly after new data 
showed that membership 
in the Cub Scouts — the 
BSA's biggest division — 
dropped sharply last year, 
and was down nearly 30 
percent over the past 14 
years. 

According to figures pro¬ 
vided by the organiza¬ 
tion, Cub Scout ranks 
dwindled by 3.4 percent, 
from 1,583,166 in 2011 to 
1,528,673 in 2012. That's 
down from 2.17 million in 
19980 
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Missile launcher shows up at Seattle gun buyback 


SEATTLE (AP) — Seattle 
police worked with Army 
officials Monday to track 
down the history of a non¬ 
functional missile launcher 
that showed up at a weap¬ 
ons buyback program and 
determine whether it was 
legal or possibly stolen from 
the military. 

A man standing outside 
the event Saturday bought 
the military weapon for 
$100 from another person 
there, according to Detec¬ 
tive Mark Jamieson. 

The single-use device is a 
launch tube assembly for 
a Stinger portable surface- 
to-air missile and already 
had been used. 

As a controlled military 
item, it is not available to 
civilians through any sur¬ 
plus or disposal program 
offered by the govern¬ 
ment, according to Jamie¬ 
son. 

Seattle police have con¬ 
tacted Army officials at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
near Tacoma to deputy 
chief Nick Metz said Mon¬ 
day. 

“Once it's brought on base 
and investigators have a 
chance to look at it, they'll 
see what they can deter¬ 
mine,” 

Army spokesman Joe 
Kubistek said Monday. “It’s 
too early to give any infor¬ 
mation on it until we have 
hands-on access to see it 
and take a look at it." 
Police witnessed the pri¬ 
vate exchange of the mili¬ 
tary launch tube near the 
gun buyback event, where 
gun buyers tempted those 
standing in long lines to 
turn in their weapons with 
cash. 

“It was absolutely crazy 


what we saw out there,” 
Seattle Mayor Mike Mc¬ 
Ginn said at a news con¬ 
ference Monday where 


officials announced they 
had collected a total of 
716 weapons, including 
four confirmed as stolen. 
Officers saw guns chang¬ 


ing private hands without 
knowing whether the per¬ 
son buying the gun had 
the legal right to buy it. 


and those transactions are 
occurring all the time, Mc¬ 
Ginn said. 

He added that the private 
sales of the missile launch 


tube and other weapons 
illustrate the need for com¬ 
prehensive background 
checks as proposed by 
President Barack Obama, 
as well as other regulations 
at the state level. 

While there were private 
gun buyers at the periph¬ 
ery of Saturday’s event, 
Metz said a large majority 
of people chose to wait 
in line and get less money 
because they wanted to 
make sure they got the 
weapons off the streets. 
“These are very dangerous 
weapons,” Metz said. 

“They may not have looked 
very pretty, but (they're) 
definitely operable." 

The firearms collected in¬ 
cluded 348 pistols, 364 rifles 
and three so-called street 
sweepers, or shotguns that 
include a high capac¬ 
ity magazine capable of 
holding twelve 12-gauge 
shotgun shells. 

The program allowed peo¬ 
ple to anonymously turn in 
their weapons for a shop¬ 
ping gift card worth up to 
$200 - $100 for each hand¬ 
gun, rifle or shotgun turned 
in, 

and $200 for each gun 
classified as an assault 
weapon under state law. 
Officials distributed about 
$70,000 in gift cards at Sat¬ 
urday’s event. 

McGinn said he wanted 
to plan another buyback 
event soon and urged 
more donations to the pro¬ 
gram. 

Meanwhile, police said citi¬ 
zens who wanted to turn in 
guns could do so at any 
time outside a buyback 
program, though they 
wouldn’t be compensated 
for it.Q 


Chicago has 
40 homicides 
in January 

DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — A bloody 
weekend in which seven 
people were killed and 
six wounded has put an 
abrupt end — at least for 
now — to hopes that Chi¬ 
cago was at least putting 
a lid on its frightening homi¬ 
cide rate. 

With a few days left in the 
month, the nation’s third- 
largest city now finds itself 
on the cusp of its deadli¬ 
est January in more than a 
decade. The news comes 
just after Police Superinten¬ 
dent Garry McCarthy had 
announced that after sev¬ 
eral violent months, Chica¬ 
go had seen a drop in ho¬ 
micides at the end of 2012 
and for the first few weeks 
of 2013. 

Police say the homicide 
rate is a reflection of the 
city’s gang problem and 
a proliferation of guns. Chi¬ 
cago has for years tried to 
cut off the flow of guns. It 
has what city officials have 
called the strictest hand¬ 
gun ordinance in the U.S. 
But police officials say more 
needs to be done and that 
penalties for violating gun 
laws should be stiffer. 
Among those killed over 
the weekend was 34-year- 
old Ronnie Chambers, who 
was shot in the head with 
what police believe was 
an assault weapon. Such 
guns are banned in Chica¬ 
go but can be purchased 
legally in the suburbs or 
nearby states. Chambers 
is the fourth child of Shirley 
Chambers to fall victim to 
gun violence.Q 



Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn, right, speaks, referring to a fraction 
of the 716 guns obtained by Seattle during Saturday’s gun 
buyback , seen during a news conference, Monday, Jan. 28, 
2013, in Seattle. At left is King County Exec. Dow Constantine. 
Seattle police worked with Army officials to track down the 
history of the nonfunctional missile launcher that showed up at a 
weapons buyback program and determine whether it was legal 
or possibly stolen from the military. 

(AP Photo/The Seattle Times, Ken Lambert) 






































U.S. LIVING I 7 


TUESDAY 29 JANUARY 2013 


Marketing extreme ‘fixer-uppers’ in the Rockaways 


ELIZABETH A. HARRIS 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Last summer, 
a real estate broker in the 
Rockaways named Lisa 
Jackson sold an ocean- 
front home on Beach 146th 
Street for $5.1 million. It had 
five bedrooms and seven 
bathrooms, and was one 
of the most expensive pri¬ 
vate homes ever sold in 
Queens. But today, three 
months after Hurricane 
Sandy tore and spat its 
way through the tristate 
area, Jackson's roster of 
properties includes a much 
grimmer set. 

She has the charred stump 
of a home that burned to 
the ground the night of 
the storm; she has a house 
with a gaping hole in its 
facade, staring out at the 
chilly sea; and she has had 
two oceanfront lots stand¬ 
ing bare because their 
houses were ripped apart, 
or washed away entirely. 
The buying and selling of 
homes in the Rockaways 
slammed to a halt right 
after Hurricane Sandy, but 
a few homes and plots of 
land are on the market to¬ 
day. 

And while under more nor¬ 
mal circumstances, prop¬ 
erties put up for sale are 
buffed and polished to 
their highest possible shine, 
many of the most badly 
damaged homes are be¬ 
ing offered to buyers more 
or less as the hurricane left 
them. 

“It’s sad to see houses like 
this, and it's also much 
harder to show," Jackson 
said, standing in a thicket 
of bare beams inside a 
gutted bungalow. ‘'There 
are some houses where I 


have to climb over beams 
to get inside because the 
front door - we can’t get it 
open. 

“People ask me, ‘Should I 
fix my house and then put it 
up?’ But I don’t know if the 
value will be there. So I say 
let’s put it up as is, and let’s 
see what happens.” 


Jonathan Miller, president 
of the appraisal firm Miller 
Samuel, said it was too 
soon to tell where home 
values in the Rockaways 
would head in the long 
term, in part because if 
yef another hundred-year 
storm hit again soon, the 
market would be deeply 
rattled. In the short term, 
higher costs of living from 


increased insurance pre¬ 
miums and stricter build¬ 
ing standards seem a 
certainty, and the look of 
the place, he added, is a 
problem. 

“Remember, you're mar¬ 
keting to people, and this 
damage is really in your 
face,” he said. “Even if you 


don'f believe there's go¬ 
ing to be a storm like this 
again, the visual presenta¬ 
tion is unsettling.” 

One particularly eerie 
property for sale is on a 
street lined with rows of gi¬ 
ant green trash bins, but 
with no houses on a long 
stretch of the block. 

They all burned down the 
night of the storm. Today, 


they are shallow mounds 
of blackened debris, or just 
holes in the ground. Jack¬ 
son's listing, 415 Beach 
130th St. in Belle Harbor, is 
little more than front steps 
and a lonely screen door 
along the side. Nearby, a 
tree on the sidewalk is still 
strung with jack-o’-lantern 


Halloween lights. 

And yet the property is un¬ 
der contract, Jackson said, 
being purchased by some¬ 
one who lives on the street. 
Indeed, most of the buy¬ 
ers Jackson has found 
since the storm (the com¬ 
pany she owns, Rockaway 
Properties, has closed on 
three deals and has about 
a half-dozen properties 


in contract, she said) are 
people who already live 
in the area. It seems that 
the memory of the per¬ 
fect beach day before the 
storm makes them more 
willing to risk owning a 
property that took a beat¬ 
ing, or even one that was 
destroyed. 

Brian Elgart bought a plot 
of oceanfront land on 
Beach 140th Street that 
was all but washed away. 
“It's right next to my house,” 
Elgart, who is a landlord 
and an accountant, said 
of the plot he purchased. 
“If it wasn’t, there’s no 
way.” 

Elgart bought his own 
oceanfront home on 
Beach 139th Street for 
$3.2 million in 2011, and he 
was in contract to buy the 
place next door when the 
storm ripped it away. His 
own house, he said, was 
also badly damaged by 
the hurricane, and since 
an extensive rebuilding 
process lay ahead for him 
in any case, he and his 
family decided to buy the 
lot next door and expand 
into it. 

They paid $1.5 million, 
which according to the 
seller, Martin J. Ain, who 
had owned the house for 
40 years, was more than $1 
million less than the origi¬ 
nal contract price. But Ain 
said it was a loss he and his 
wife, Ingrid, were willing to 
accept. 

“Whether you believe in 
global warming or not, you 
can look at the statistics,” 
Ain said. 

“After Irene," he went on, 
“my wife and I said, ‘We've 
had good years here, and 
we're ready to go.’ "□ 



Lisa Jackson, a real estate broker, walks near one of her post-hurricane property listings in the 
Rockaways neighborhood of the Queens borough of New York. After Hurricane Sandy, it is difficult 
to tell where home values in the Rockaways would head in the long term, in a rattled market 
where many of the most badly damaged homes are being offered to buyers more or less as the 
hurricane left them. (Todd Heisler/The New York Times) 


Sandy Hook parents’ testimony reflects divide on guns 


RAY RIVERA 
PETER APPLEBOME 
© 2013 New York Times 
HARTFORD, Conn. - High¬ 
lighting deep divisions in 
Connecticut over firearms 
legislation, hundreds of 
people packed into the 
state Capitol on Monday 
for a hearing on gun laws, 
among them two New¬ 
town victims’ fathers, who 
took opposing sides. 

“The sole purpose of those 


AR-15s or AK-47s is to put a 
lot of lead ouf on the bat¬ 
tlefield quickly, and that's 
what they do and that's 
what they did at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School,” 
said Neil Heslin, whose 
6-year-old son, Jesse Lew¬ 
is, was among the 20 first- 
graders and six staff mem¬ 
bers killed there. Heslin told 
lawmakers that he had 
grown up around guns 
and was the son of an avid 


hunter, but that he be¬ 
lieved there was no reason 
any civilian should have an 
assault-style weapon like 
the one used to kill his son. 
“That wasn't just a killing; 
that was a massacre,” he 
said. “Those children and 
those victims were shot 
apart. And my son was 
one of them.” 

But Mark Mattioli, whose 
son James, 6, was also 
killed at Sandy Hook Ele¬ 


mentary on Dec. 14, said: “I 
believe in a few simple gun 
laws. I think we have more 
than enough on the books. 
We should hold people in¬ 
dividually accountable for 
their actions.” 

“The problem is not gun 
laws,” he added. “The 
problem is a lack of civil¬ 
ity.” Mattioli said he also 
thought some liberals were 
using the attack in New¬ 
town to spread fear on gun 


issues. 

The hearing, one of several 
scheduled by the Legisla¬ 
ture's Bipartisan Task Force 
on Gun Violence Preven¬ 
tion and Children’s Safety, 
was scheduled to continue 
all day. More than 1,300 
people, including relatives, 
gun control advocates, 
gun rights advocates and 
gun industry representa¬ 
tives, had signed up to 
testify.Q 















TUESDAY 29 JANUARY 2013 


flWORLD NEWS 




yoiu 

SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM ft SWING! 

DAILY 9:30aiti-1:30pm $57 pp 
Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear ft Ropeswing! 


DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp 
Shorter version with Open 
Bar t Gear ft Ropeswing! 


* SUNSET 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm $3Qpp 
Open Bar Included 
& Ftopeswitt&I 


Tic hats available at Jutty Plratam Shop aft MooMba Baach, Boarding aft 
MdoMIm Baach- by tha high ri» total* batwaan Holiday Inti and Marriott 
Retort*. Offer not valid In combination with ofttor discount offer*. Valid 
fer direct telephone id aer vat I on* P«t« QIA9/EA4 ■BEO 

ONLY - Prosant coupon at boarding 3DD BlV//3Sft 7030 


AO-dltl-frnftl 


Sove $10 per eovple/pef coupon for 
morning cruise Sow $S per couple/ 
per coupon for otter noon cruise 


Egyptians show defiance against President Morsi 


HAMZA HENDAWI 


inces of the same names. 
He said he had instructed 
the police to deal “firmly 


ism?” said Ahmed Nabil, a 
schoolteacher in the Medi¬ 
terranean coastal city. 


the violence — to restore 
security, but they did not 
intervene to enforce the 



A masked Egyptian protester part of the Black Bloc, flashes the victory sign during clashes with riot 
police, background, near Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt, Monday, Jan. 28, 2013. An unpredictable 
new element has entered Egypt's wave of political unrest, a mysterious group of black-masked 
young men calling themselves the Black Bloc. They present themselves as the defenders of pro¬ 
testers against the rule of President Mohammed Morsi, but Islamists have used them to depict the 
opposition as a violent force wrecking the nation. 

(AP Photo/Khalil Hamra) 


France warning 
extremists could 
prevail in Syria 


Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Protest¬ 
ers battled police for 
hours in Cairo on Monday 
and thousands marched 
through Egypt’s three Suez 
Canal cities in direct defi¬ 
ance of a night-time cur¬ 
few and state of emergen¬ 
cy, handing a blow to the 
Islamist President Moham¬ 
med Morsi’s attempts to 
contain five days of spiral¬ 
ing political violence. 
Nearly 60 people have 
been killed in the wave of 
unrest, clashes, rioting and 
protests that have touched 
cities across the country 
but have hit the hardest in 
the canal cities, where resi¬ 
dents have virtually risen up 
in outright revolt. 

The latest death came on 
Monday in Cairo, where a 
protester died of gunshot 
wounds as youths hurling 
stones battled all day and 
into the night with police fir¬ 
ing tear gas near Qasr el-Nil 
Bridge, a landmark over the 
Nile next to major hotels. In 
nearby Tahrir Square, pro¬ 
testers set fire to a police 
armored personnel carrier, 
celebrating as it burned in 
scenes reminiscent of the 
2011 revolution that ousted 
Hosni Mubarak. 

“I will be coming back here 
every day until the blood 
of our martyrs is avenged,” 
said 19-year-old carpen¬ 
ter Islam Nasser, who wore 
a Guy Fawkes mask as he 
battled police near Tahrir 
square. 

Angry and at times scream¬ 
ing and wagging his finger, 
Morsi on Sunday declared 
a 30-day state of emergen¬ 
cy and a nighttime curfew 
on the three Suez Canal 
cities of Suez, Ismailiya and 
Port Said and their prov¬ 


and forcefully” with the un¬ 
rest and threatened to do 
more if security was not re¬ 
stored. 

But when the 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. curfew began Mon¬ 
day evening, crowds 
marched through the 
streets of Port Said, beat¬ 
ing drums and chanting, 
“Erhal, erhal," or “Leave, 
leave” — a chant that first 
rang out during the 18-day 
uprising that toppled Hosni 
Mubarak in 2011 but is now 
directed at Morsi. 

“We completely reject 
Morsi’s measures. How can 
we have a curfew in a city 
whose livelihood depends 
on commerce and tour¬ 


In Suez and Ismailiya, thou¬ 
sands in the streets after 
curfew chanted against 
Morsi and the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood, the Islamist group 
from which he hails. In Suez, 
residents let off fireworks 
that lit the night sky. 

“Oh Morsi, Suez has real 
men,” they chanted. 

In Ismailiya, residents orga¬ 
nized street games of soc¬ 
cer to emphasize their con¬ 
tempt for the curfew and 
state of emergency. 

On Morsi’s orders over the 
weekend, army troops 
backed with tanks and ar¬ 
mored vehicles have de¬ 
ployed in Port Said and Suez 
— the two cities worst hit by 


curfew on Monday night. 
The commander of the 
Third Field Army in charge 
of Suez, Maj. Gen. Osama 
Askar, said his troops would 
not use force to ensure 
compliance. Army troops 
in Port Said also stood by 
and watched as residents 
ignored the curfew. 

Adding to Morsi's woes 
nearly seven months into 
his turbulent presidency, 
the main political opposi¬ 
tion coalition on Monday 
rejected his invitation for 
a dialogue to resolve the 
crisis, one of the worst and 
deadliest to hit Egypt in the 
two years since Mubarak's 
ouster.Q 


ELAINE GANLEY 
ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian op¬ 
position leaders pleaded 
Monday for funds and 
political backing from the 
international community 
as France warned that 
extremists could prevail in 
Syria if nations fail to honor 
their pledges of support. 
The warning from French 
Foreign Minister Laurent Fa- 
bius reflects growing con¬ 
cern over the rising power 
of Islamic militant groups 
that have joined the reb¬ 
els fighting to topple Syrian 
President Bashar Assad's 
regime. 

“Let us be clear. In the 
face of the collapse of a 
state and society, it is the 
extremist groups that risk 
gaining ground if we do 
not act as we should,” Fa- 
bius told envoys from more 
than 50 nations gathered 
in Paris. 

“Chaos is not tomorrow, it 
is today, and we need to 
end it. We need to end 
it in a peaceful way and 
that means increased and 
concrete support to the 
Syrian National Coalition,” 
an umbrella group for the 
opposition. 

Islamic militants have been 
the most organized fight¬ 
ers battling government 
troops in the 22-month-old 
conflict in which more than 
60,000 people have been 
killed. 

Their growing prominence 
has fueled fears that Mus¬ 
lim radicals might try to 
hijack the revolt, and has 
contributed to the West's 
hesitance to equip the op¬ 
position with sophisticated 
weapons. □ 
















SNUBA 



WORLD NEWS!? 


TUESDAY 29 JANUARY 2013 



SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 

Toes & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -1 2 am or 12:30 - 3:30 pm 

Fruit and soft drinks included J 

For reservation call 586-0096 


LoavirtQ from Ptor balwean Moontba Beaeli and Marnoli Hostnl 



Istanbul police searching for 
traces of missing US woman 



A view of the street with the hostel where Sarai Sierra, a New 
York City woman, 33, was staying in Istanbul, Turkey, Monday, 
Jan. 28, 2013. Police in Istanbul were scanning security camera 
footage Monday to try to trace Sierra who went missing while 
vacationing alone in the city, a Turkish official said. A police 
official said authorities were reviewing footage from around 
Istanbul’s Taksim neighborhood _ the city's main hub where she 
was staying at a hostel. 

(AP Photo) 


SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Police in Istanbul were 


scanning security camera 
footage Monday to try 
to trace a New York City 
woman who went missing 


while vacationing alone in 
the city, an official said. 
Sarai Sierra, 33, was last in 
touch with her family on 
Jan. 21, the day she was 
supposed to fly home after 
two weeks in Turkey. 

A police official said au¬ 
thorities were reviewing 
footage from around Is¬ 
tanbul's Taksim neighbor¬ 
hood — the city’s main hub 
where she was staying at a 
hostel. 

Several police teams have 
also been dispatched 
to surrounding neighbor¬ 
hoods to find possible clues 
and witnesses, the official 
said. He spoke on condition 
of anonymity, in line with 
government rules that bar 


civil servants from speaking 
to reporters without prior 
authorization. 

Turkey’s private Dogan 
news agency meanwhile, 
reported that police had 
established that Sierra had 
traveled to Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, from Istanbul 
on Jan. 15 and then jour¬ 
neyed on to Munich, Ger¬ 
many, on Jan. 16, before 
returning to Istanbul on 
Jan. 19. 

Police were trying to deter¬ 
mine the reason for her visit 
to the European cities, the 
report said. 

Police were also trying to 
find the identity of a person 
she had been chatting with 
on the Internet, Dogan re¬ 


ported. 

Another police official, 
contacted by The Associ¬ 
ated Press, confirmed that 
Sierra had made a brief trip 
to Europe, 

but refused to provide fur¬ 
ther details. He also spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity saying he was not au¬ 
thorized to speak publicly 
about the investigation. 
Before she went missing, 
the mother-of-two told 
family members that she 
planned to take some pho¬ 
tographs at Galata Bridge, 
a well-known tourist desti¬ 
nation about 2 kilometers 
(1.2 miles) away from Tak¬ 
sim that spans the Golden 
Horn waterway.Q 


UK: Reports of threat against Tripoli embassy 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
Foreign Office says reports 
have emerged about a 
potential threat against 
the U.K. embassy in Tripoli, 
the capital of Libya. 

The agency said Monday 
it was working closely with 
the Libyan government in 
response to the reports. It 
would not elaborate, 
but its statement came at 
a time of heightened ten¬ 
sions in North Africa. 

Last week the British gov¬ 
ernment joined Germany, 
the Netherlands and Can¬ 
ada in urging their citizens 


to evacuate the eastern 
Libyan city of Benghazi in 
response to what was de¬ 
scribed as an imminent 
threat to Westerners. 

Libya remains unstable 
following the 2011 civil 
war that overthrew long¬ 
time dictator Moammar 
Gadhafi. Britain has not 
changed its travel advice, 
which recommends 

against all but essential 
travel to Tripoli. 

Elsewhere in North Africa, 
French and African land 
forces are battling al-Qai- 
da-linked Islamists in north- 


: BEN LQ Cl GARS: 

i Impart A Export * II Ip ship all a\?r the world * Tfl. ; J S6355S 1 

■ Located in iifie Aro*ak Garden, next to Salt & Pepper, 1 

* _ PjpJrJJJi Jntf ftngo RettiwMl. _ 

i I TV ure vptcidUzvd iit premium Vuhtiis (j^rrrv. 1 
1 Opening htntrx: Mtm. - Shl 8:3than - IhdOpm 
\ Sunday - 11:00pm i 

' Depending on purchase. we nave: illttounis starling irnm 5Miu to 2 D v. ] 

■ _with purchase m S20 nr mare 1 mueiBXH _. 


firing tlfis ampun far ymirfrtw Cuban Cigar. 


ern Mali, while a renewed 
bout of unrest has gripped 
Egypt following the two- 
year anniversary of the 
revolution that toppled 


strongman Hosni Mubarak. 
In addition, a Jan. 16 terror 
attack on 

Algeria’s Ain Amenas natu¬ 
ral gas plant in the Sahara 


ignited a four-day siege 
with Algerian forces in 
which at least 37 hostag¬ 
es and 29 militants were 
killedO 




Elects their Carnival Queen 2013 
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AYQETBA 


Queen Kuki, Prince Bin and Pancho Go 

invites all our loyal customers of Bingo to come 
and have a good time this coming Friday, 

February 1st at 4 O'clock to elect 
our Queen, Prince and 
Pancho 2013. 

Join us and win two months 
of FREE Bingo!!! 

Don't forget that you must be 
there to participate in our raffle 
and win an ice Jug filled, ready to 
go to enjoy Carnival 2013. 
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US envoy urges North Korea against nuke test 


Rape suspect 
to be tried as 
juvenile: India 

NIRMALA GEORGE 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — A juve¬ 
nile court ruled Monday 
that a suspect in the fa¬ 
tal gang rape of a young 
woman in New Delhi last 
month was a juvenile at 
the time of the attack. 

A lawyer present in the 
court said a magistrate of 
the Juvenile Justice Board 
announced the decision 
after going over docu¬ 
ments presented to the 
court by officials of the sus¬ 
pect’s elementary school 
that indicated that he was 
under 18 years of age at 
the time of the Dec. 16 at¬ 
tack. The lawyer could not 
be named because he 
was not authorized to brief 
media. The lawyer said 
that the suspect's school 
documents showed him to 
be about six months short 
of his 18th birthday at the 
time of the attack. 

The suspect did not pos¬ 
sess a birth certificate — a 
common occurrence in 
India where many babies 
are born at home and not 
in a hospital. In such cases, 
school records are often 
used as proof of age or 
identity. The suspect, who is 
not being identified by The 
Associated Press because 
of his age, could face 
three years in a reform fa¬ 
cility if he is convicted as 
a juvenile. A conviction as 
an adult could have led to 
his execution. 

Police say the 23-year-old 
victim and a male friend 
boarded the bus on Dec. 
16 after seeing an evening 
movie. But the bus turned 
out to be off-duty and was 
being driven by a group 
of friends who, police say, 
affacked fhe couple and 
then took turns raping the 
woman. They also pen¬ 
etrated her repeatedly 
with a metal bar, causing 
massive internal injuries. 
The two were eventu¬ 
ally dumped on the road¬ 
side. The woman died two 
weeks later in a Singapore 
hospital. 

Meanwhile, a fast-track 
court was separately hear¬ 
ing arguments Monday 
in the trial of the five men 
charged with the attackO 


M. YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A U.S. envoy 
said Monday that North 
Korea is playing a dan¬ 
gerous game with the in¬ 
ternational community by 
threatening a nuclear test 
and urged the communist 
nation to scrap its plan. 


Glyn Davies, U.S. Spe¬ 
cial Representative for 
North Korea Policy, urged 
Pyongyang to return to its 
international obligations 


PORFIRIO IBARRA 
Associated Press 
MONTERREY, Mexico (AP) 

—Searchers pulled 10 bod¬ 
ies from a well in northern 
Mexico on Monday, near 
the site where 20 members 
of a Colombian-style music 
group and ifs crew disap¬ 
peared late last week, ac¬ 
cording to a state forensic 
official. It was hard to de¬ 
termine how many more 
bodies were submersed in 
the water, said the official, 
who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to com¬ 
ment publicly on the case. 
Nuevo Leon state Gov. Ro¬ 
drigo Medina earlier told 
a local television station, 
“We have evidence that 
indicates that (the bod¬ 
ies) may very well be the 
members of this band,” 
though he said experts 
were still working to identify 
the corpses. Sixteen mem¬ 
bers of the band Kombo 
Kolombia and four crew 
members were reported 
missing early Friday after 
playing for a private show 


in abandoning its nuclear 
programs. 

“We find North Korea that 
seems bent on playing a 
game of risk. This is very 
dangerous,” he told re¬ 
porters after meeting with 
his Japanese counterpart, 
Shinsuke Sugiyama, in To¬ 
kyo to discuss the antici¬ 


pated nuclear test. 

Davies was in Japan fol¬ 
lowing similar falks wifh 
South Korean officials in 
Seoul over fhe weekend. 


at a bar in the town of Hi¬ 
dalgo north of Monterrey. 
The forensic official said au¬ 
thorities had been search¬ 
ing for two days when they 
came upon the well Sun¬ 
day along a dirt road in the 
town of Mina, about 140 
miles (225 kilometers) from 


North Korea’s top govern¬ 
ing body warned last Thurs¬ 
day the regime would con¬ 
duct another nuclear test. 
It said its long-range rock¬ 
ets are designed to carry 
not only satellites but also 
warheads and are capa¬ 
ble of striking the U.S. 

On Sunday, North Korea 
said leader Kim Jong Un 
had ordered top security 
and foreign affairs officials 
to take “substantial and 
high-profile important state 
measures.” The move fu¬ 
eled speculation that North 
Korea is going ahead with 
plans to explode a nuclear 
device in defiance of the 
United Nations. 

The United States has 
urged North Korea to re¬ 
turn to its obligations un¬ 
der a September 2005 joint 
statement and abandon 
its nuclear programs in 
exchange for aid and a 
pledge that Washington 
wouldn’t seek the regime’s 
fall. 

Davies said he was not op¬ 
timistic, but warned North 


Laredo, Texas. People liv¬ 
ing near the bar in Hidalgo 
reported hearing gunshots 
at about 4 a.m. Friday, fol¬ 
lowed by the sound of ve¬ 
hicles speeding away, said 
a separate source with the 
Nuevo Leon State Inves¬ 
tigative Agency. He also 


Korea of the consequenc¬ 
es of its actions. 

“If they go in the direction 
of testing a nuclear de¬ 
vice, they are going to set 
back the prospect of any 
diplomatic process going 
forward. So, that kind of a 
provocative approach to 
dealing with the outside 
world will not serve their in¬ 
terests ultimately,” Davies 
said. 

China also expressed 
alarm about a nuclear test. 
“China is highly concerned 
about the relevant devel¬ 
opments. 

China is opposed to any 
acts that might escalate 
tension or undermine the 
denuclearization of the 
peninsula. We hope the 
relevant sides can remain 
calm and restrained and 
earnestly maintain the 
peace and stability of 
Northeast Asia,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Hong 
Lei told a daily briefing 
in Beijing. Hong repeat¬ 
ed China's appeal for 
dialogueO 


spoke on condition of an¬ 
onymity because he was 
not authorized to be quot¬ 
ed by the news media. 

The officials added that 
gunfire is common in the 
area and said investiga¬ 
tors found spent bullets 
nearby.Q 



Nuevo Leon state police stand guard on a dirt road in northern Mexico, Monday, Jan. 28, 2013. 
At least 10 bodies were found in a well in the area where 20 people went missing late last week, 
including members of a Colombian-style band, according to a state forensic official. 

(AP Photo/Emilio Vazquez) 



U.S. envoy for North Korea Glyn Davies speaks to reporters after 
meeting with his Japanese counterpart Shinsuke Sugiyama at 
Japan's Foreign Ministry Monday, Jan. 28, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Koji Sasahara) 


Mexico: 

10 bodies found where band went missing 
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Our luxurious catamaran will take you 
to Aruba’s best snorkel spots. Visit 
the Antilla ship wreck and more. 


Trecisore 


Morning and afternoon tours available 


Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Several Australian towns flooded, 4 people killed 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 

— Torrential rains have left 
thousands of homes flood¬ 


ed in eastern Australia, with 
more rain and high winds 
expected in Queensland 


and New South Wales. 

The disaster has claimed 
four lives, including a 



People use umbrellas to fend off the rain as they walk through a park in Sydney, Australia, Monday, 
Jan. 28, 2013. Torrential rain over the weekend flooded several towns in eastern Australia, and 
three deaths were reported. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft) 


China police pressure whistleblower 
holding sex tapes of city bureaucrats 


GILLIAN WONG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — A Chinese 
whistleblower holding se¬ 
cretly filmed sex fapes fea¬ 
turing city bureaucrats has 
come under pressure from 
police fo hand fhem over 
for an invesfigafion info an 
embarrassing scandal that 
has already cashiered 11 
officials. 

Police questioned Zhu Rui- 
feng, a former journalist 
who triggered the scandal 
in the southwestern city of 
Chongqing, 

for seven hours Monday 
abouf fhe fapes and said 
he could be liable for pros¬ 
ecution if he did not surren¬ 
der them. 

“The police were very 
polite but they said they 
wanted the videos. 


I firmly refused to give it to 
them because I have to 
protect my source. This is 
impossible," said Zhu, who 
lives in Beijing but was, 
he said, interviewed by 
Chongqing police officers. 
“They threatened me with 
the law, saying I could be 
accused of concealing 
evidence.” 

The first high-profile case 
broke in November af¬ 
ter Zhu released online a 
video of a 50-something 
Communist Party district 
official having sex with a 
woman allegedly hired by 
developers in an extortion 
bid. 

The leak led to the offi¬ 
cial’s firing but the scandal 
broadened Friday as 10 
other officials also caught 
on sex tapes were sacked. 


Few details have been of¬ 
ficially released but state 
media reports say the bu¬ 
reaucrats had sex with 
women hired by develop¬ 
ers who secretly video¬ 
taped the trysts and later 
used the footage to extort 
construction deals from 
them. 

The expanding scandal 
comes as China’s newly 
installed leadership has 
vowed to crack down on 
rampant official corruption 
that threatens the party's 
legitimacy. Even as Chi¬ 
na’s new Communist Party 
chief Xi Jinping has re¬ 
peatedly pledged to strike 
hard against graft, au¬ 
thorities have been faced 
with a steady stream of 
bribery cases and other 
malfeasance. □ 


3-year-old boy who was 
hit by a falling tree in the 
Queensland state capital, 
Brisbane, the Australian As¬ 
sociated Press said Mon¬ 
day. 

It said officials were pre¬ 
paring for another day 
of evacuations along the 
eastern coast, where hun¬ 
dreds of homes have been 
cut off by floodwaters. 
State Emergency Servic¬ 
es Deputy Commissioner 
Steve Pearce told the AAP 
that some areas in north¬ 
ern New South Wales had 
been hit by more than half 
a meter (about 20 inches) 
of rain, with more than 
2,000 people isolated by 
floodwaters. 

“We're expecting flash 
flooding, we're expecting 


trees to be brought down, 
wires to be brought down 
by these winds,” Pearce 
said. 

“We’re expecting a very 
challenging 24 hours in 
front of us.” 

Floodwaters have also 
cut off all roads between 
New South Wales and 
Queensland. 

More than 2,000 homes are 
underwater in the worst-af¬ 
fected city of Bundaberg 
385 kilometers (240 miles) 
to the north of Brisbane. 
The same area was hit by 
serious flooding two years 
ago, leaving 35 dead. 

AAP said military helicop¬ 
ters with pilots using night 
vision equipment were 
being used to evacuate 
stranded residents. □ 



First Course 

CAJUN BEEF SALAD 

tossed with olives, onions, paprika and chili sauce 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce 
ESCARGOT A LA CREME 
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

STEAK DIANE 

with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs 
PICCATA MILAN AISE 
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER 
stuffed with seafood thermidor 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 24.00 plus Service Charge 

In combination with coupons will be 
a surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION^^503-0800 

1.6. Smith BivH. 160 near the low rise Hotels 
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Three detained in Brazil nightclub fire 


J. BARBASSA 
Associated Press 
SANTA MARIA, Brazil (AP) 

— There was no fire alarm. 
There were no sprinklers or 
fire escapes. And when a 
band member fried to put 
out a fire that had been 
started by pyrotechnics, 
the extinguisher didn’t 
work. 

All the elements were in 
place for the tragedy at 
the Kiss nightclub early 
Sunday. The result was the 
world’s worst fire of its kind 
in more than a decade, 
with 231 people dead and 
this southern Brazilian col¬ 
lege town in shock and 
mourning. 

Funerals began on Mon¬ 


day, as reports continued 
to emerge about the ac¬ 
cumulation of neglect and 
errors at the packed night 
spot. 

According to state safety 
codes here, clubs should 
have one fire extinguisher 
every 1,500 square feet as 
well as multiple emergency 
exits. Limits on the number 
of people admitted are to 
be strictly respected. None 
of that appears to have 
happened at the Santa 
Maria nightclub. 

As the country contin¬ 
ued Monday to digest the 
scale of the tragedy, some 
critics have said conditions 
in many bars and clubs 
here are ripe for another 
deadly blaze. In addition 
to modernizing sometimes 


outdated safety codes 
and ensuring sufficient in¬ 
spectors, people also have 
to change their way of 
thinking and respect safety 
regulations, they said. 

“A problem in Brazil is that 
there is no control of how 
many people are admit¬ 
ted in a building,” said 
Joao Daniel Nunes, a civil 
engineer in nearby Porto 
Alegre. “They never are 
clearly stated, and nobody 
controls how many people 
enter these night clubs.” 
Brazilian police said they 
detained three people in 
connection with the blaze, 
while the newspaper O 
Globo said on its website 
that a fourth person had 


surrendered to police. 
Police Inspector Ranolfo 
Vieira Junior said the de¬ 
tentions were part of the 
ongoing police probe and 
those detained can be 
held for up to five days. 
Vieira declined to identify 
those detained, but the 
Brazilian newspaper Zero 
Hora quotes lawyer Jader 
Marques saying his client 
Elissandro Spohr, a co-own¬ 
er of the club, had been 
held. Globo reported that 
the fourth person detained 
was a club co-owner. Gl, 
Globo Television's internet 
portal, reported that Spohr 
acknowledged the club’s 
operating license was not 
up to date but said the 
pyrotechnics show started 
the blaze. 


Zero Hora said police also 
detained two members of 
the band. The band’s gui¬ 
tarist told Brazilian media 
he saw flames lick the ceil¬ 
ing after the group's spark 
machine was deployed. 
More than 100 people re¬ 
mained hospitalized for 
smoke, local officials said. 
Paulo Afonso Beltrame, a 
doctor helping coordinate 
the emergency response, 
said he was optimistic that 
those injured would pull 
through. 

“It's impossible to predict 
what will happen, be¬ 
cause they are all in a very 
delicate state, but there's 
hope for all of them,” said 
Beltrame, adding that 


more than 40 survivors had 
been sent to neighbor¬ 
ing cities for treatment of 
burns and smoke inhala¬ 
tion. “One of the problems 
we're having here is that 
all these people need to 
be on respirators and we 
don’t have enough respi¬ 
rators in the city.” 

Funeral services were held 
for several of the 231 vic¬ 
tims, most of them college 
students 18 to 21 years old. 
Some of the victims were 
minors. Most died from 
smoke inhalation rather 
than burns. Initial reports 
suggested the tragedy 
was the result of a series of 
failures. Police have said 
they think the pyrotechnics 
ignited flammable sound 
insulation on the ceiling.Q 



Mauro Hoffmann, right, co-owner of the Kiss nightclub, is escorted by police as he voluntarily 
surrenders at a police station in Santa Maria, Brazil, Monday, Jan. 28, 2013. Brazilian police said 
they detained other people in connection with the blaze. (AP Photo/Nabor Goulart) 



CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 

Jamaica lifts scrap metal exporting ban 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — Jamaica has lifted a nearly 
two-year ban on scrap metal exports as it seeks to boost 
foreign exchange, but critics worry the country lacks 
safeguards against plundering of its metal infrastructure. 
In mid-2011, Jamaica's government shut down the met¬ 
al trade to stop thieves from destroying power lines, in¬ 
sulation cables and even digging up graves and prying 
metal from caskets. On Monday, the export trade was re¬ 
opened. The new rules include a requirement that metal 
exporters post a $75,000 bond with a government office. 
A local group claims that the island’s new scrap metal 
sites breach environmental laws. □ 

Bahamians vote on gambling proposal 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — Voters in the Bahamas are de¬ 
ciding whether to permit some forms of gambling for the 
islands’ citizens. Bahamians are barred from gambling in 
casinos at the islands’ tourist resorts. But gambling opera¬ 
tions called “web shops” where islanders bet on numbers 
in televised U.S. lotteries have become widespread, even 
though they are illegal. In Monday's referendum, voters 
were asked whether the web shops should be legalized 
or if the government should create a national lottery. PM 
Perry Christie has encouraged citizens to back legalized 
gambling, saying the underground houses employ thou¬ 
sands of islanders. □ 

Gitmo’s judge snubbed by defendants 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) — Two Sept. 
11 defendants delayed the start of their hearing Monday 
at Guantanamo when they refused to respond to ques¬ 
tions from their judge in the case. Defense lawyers didn’t 
say what prompted the silent protest by self-proclaimed 
terrorist mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and one 
of five co-defendants at the military tribunal on the U.S. 
base in Cuba. Mohammed refused to say whether he ap¬ 
proved the hiring of another attorney for him. Fellow de¬ 
fendant Walid bin Attash refused to say why he wanted a 
military lawyer removed from his team. Q 

Cayman’s turtle farm promises change 

GEORGE TOWN, Cayman Islands (AP) — A state-owned 
turtle breeding farm in the Cayman Islands has released 
the findings of an independent inspection following con¬ 
cerns by animal rights groups. Investigators found severe 
skin lesions on “a notable proportion” of turtles and re¬ 
ported concerns about some turtles being underweight 
and others dying at a young age. Cayman Turtle Farm 
officials said in a statement that they’re working on the 
report's recommendations, including hiring a full-time 
veterinarian and improving procedures for treating inju¬ 
ries. Officials also said they have built new hatchling tanks 
and changed feeding protocols. □ 

At least 20 dead in Haiti truck accident 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — A newspaper is reporting 
that up to 20 people were killed in Haiti after the truck 
they were traveling in plunged into a canal. The daily Le 
Matin said the pilgrims were traveling to the northern part 
of the country when the accident occurred on a high¬ 
way near the town of Marchand Dessalines. The report 
said some of the passengers were crushed by the truck 
and others drowned. A police spokesman couldn’t be 
reached for comment. Traffic accidents with double-digit 
death tolls occur regularly in impoverished Haiti, where 
road safety rules are seldom enforced or respected. □ 























De Palm Tours Employee saves tourist’s life! 

ORANJESTAD - During the 
2nd week of January, an 
incident took place where 
a cruise ship tourist was 
feeling unwell during a De 
Palm Tours sightseeing tour. 

The bus was at Casibari 
when the driver and guide 
Eric Brown noticed that 
one of his passengers was 
not feeling well. He went to 
sit down next to the tourist 
named Henry Mitchell and 
offered him something to 
drink when he noticed 
that he wasn't reacting 
much. Eric immediately 
recognized the signals of a 
possible heart attack and 
called the ambulance for 
assistance. Thanks to the 
rapid reaction of Eric, the 
tourist got to the hospital 
on time and survived. As 
known, the first 90 minutes 
are the most critical for 
heart attack victims. The 
tourist was immediately 
treated by the personnel 
of the hospital and was 
stabilized. After that Amy 
Spagnola who is the Safety 
and Compliance Officer 
of De Palm Tours took care 
of everything for the fam¬ 
ily including transportation 
to the cruise ship where 
they left their belongings. 

She also kept in contact 
on a daily basis with the 
wife Sharon Mitchell. Mrs. 

Mitchell has sent a very 
nice email to thank Eric 
and Amy for all that they 
have done for her and her 
husband. Eric and Amy 
visited the family at their 
hotel where they thanked 
them once again, for sure 
a beautiful and emotional 
moment. Management 
and Shareholders of De 
Palm Tours wishes good 
health to Mr. Mitchell and 
hope they continue visit¬ 
ing our island many more 
times. Management and 
Shareholders also want to 
recognize and thank Eric 
Brown and Amy Spagnola 

for their dedication and Manager Warren Stanley type of person who is pas- and the customers they and we are very proud of 

determination. General stated; “It takes a special sionate about their work serve, to do what they did them”. □ 





































New contenders emerge at RBC Royal Bank beach tennis event! 


EAGLE BEACH - Last week¬ 
end BTA and RBC Royal 
Bank organized the first 
beach tennis ranking 
event of 2013 on Eagle 
beach. Over 200 partici¬ 
pants competed over the 
weekend in front of a wildly 
excited crowd of fans and 
enthusiasts! 

John Zimmerman was the 
surprise of the weekend 
taking titles in singles and 
mixed doubles and just 
coming up short in the 
Open Men with Bryan So- 
emers, losing the final to 
Sergio Jie Sam Foek and 


Jochem Ros. 

An onslaught of other first 
time winners in different 
categories was evidence 
that the sport is developing 
in a great way. Hard train¬ 
ing, great promotion and 
commitment are paying 
off! 

Next will be the Alno Eurok¬ 
itchen beach tennis event 
on February 23-24. 

Results: 

Youth fun: 1 Shakira-/Jay- 
rick van Asperen; 2 Jesper 
vd Lee/Quinfen Chong 
Youfh Intermediafe: 1 Marc 
Perez/Sebasfiaan Peters; 2 


Dylan Ros/Jan Belucci 
Youth advanced: 1 Jim de 
Weerdt/Kendrick Paulina; 
2 Giovanni Lieuw/Key 
Singles: 

Advanced men: 1 John 
Zimmerman; 2 Edward Du- 
bero 

Intermediate men: 1 Ellery 
Maduro; 2 Joost Roben 
Mix doubles: 

Advanced: 1 Betza Ras- 
mijn /John Zimmerman; 2 
Sanne Michielse/Hylke Ni- 
jhuis 

Intermediate: 1 Bianca Pe- 
ters/Roel Samson; 2 Marrit 
Fleur/Ellery Maduro 
Fun: 1 Brigitte-/Orlando de 
Weever; 2 Vanessa-/Rem- 
co van der Veldt 
Doubles: 

Intermediate women: 1 
Kristin Martin/Marianne 
Dircx; 2 Luraine Maduro/ 
Rianne Ridderbos 
Intermediate men:! Men- 
no Conijn/Ad Stuurman; 
2 Curtney Hart/Marco Ar- 
ends 

Advanced women: 1 
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Yentl Lieuw/Michelle Wev- 
er; 2 Sartini Kousemaker/ 
Marieke vd Niet 
Advanced men: 1 Jossy 
Mansur/Hylke Nijhuis; 2 Bas 
Jennen/Siardus Witteveen 
Open women: 1 Karina 
Staring/Michelle Boset; 2 
Mignon Aal/Barbara Fran- 


ke 

Open men: 1 Sergio Jie 
Sam Foek/Jochem Ros; 2 
Bryan Soemers/John Zim¬ 
merman 

For more information, visit 
www.beachtennisaruba. 
com, and please like us on 
Facebook. □ 
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The Frame Shop moves into its new digs 



EAGLE - The Frame Shop 
moved from its old location 
on Italianstraat to a larger, 
more spacious gallery on 
Rudolf Arendsstraat 16. The 
place is as expected, gor¬ 
geous. Local interior decor 
specialist Cydric Oduber 
has such great taste, and 
he set up the gallery beau¬ 
tifully. He is also on hand 
most times to advise clients 
on art purchase and fram¬ 
ing. 

Owner Jeanne Gauthier 
can be trusted to pick 
only the best works for her 
art collection. The gallery 
consists of a number of 
rooms and displays lots of 
local artists all framed by 
resident, in-house master 
framer Mario Luijkx. 


Visitors will be surprised by 
the treasures they may find 
with works by Eefje van 
Twillert, with a distinct lyri¬ 
cal and decorative style, 
and Ephraim Britten who 
specializes in Aruban land¬ 
scapes and themes and 
treats them with a fantas¬ 
tic realism that is truly re¬ 
flective of Caribbean art. 
Also on display the work 
of Danillo Geerman who 
adds a touch of surrealism 
to his landscapes and Elvis 
Tromp famed owls, peli¬ 
cans and cactus-scapes, 
excellent representative 
of the local flora and fau¬ 
na. Some photographs 
and some small sculptures 
round up the remarkable 
collection. □ 




at Alhambra Casino 


' Little Caesars 


all day long! 

Use your Alhambra Advantage card to play 


pi lots from 10am ^ 4arn£ nd we'll 


Where Aruba goes fo play! 




Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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At the Casa Del Mar Beach Resort: 


Forget Family 
honored by the 
Aruba Tourism 
Authority! 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring two very nice 
families and loyal visitors 
of Aruba, at the Casa Del 
Mar Beach Resort, as Dis¬ 
tinguished Visitors and Am¬ 
bassadors of Goodwill. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-19 and 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Steven 
Forget as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tor, and Bernard and Caro¬ 
lyn Forget as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The Forget 


families are loyal members 
of the Casa Del Mar Beach 
Resort, hailing all the way 
from Lunenburg, MA. They 
love the island very much 
because of the friendly 
people of Aruba as well as 
the friends that they meet 
every year at the Casa 
Del Mar! Aruba’s fabulous 
weather, beautiful beach¬ 
es, fine restaurants and 
exciting watersports also 
keep them coming back 
year after year. The cer¬ 
tificates were presented 
by Ernest Giel, represent¬ 
ing ATA, together with 
Marie Kelly, representing 
the Casa Del Mar Beach 
Resort.□ 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Aloffo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 



OfiANJEST At* - The down¬ 
town marina In home of 
Mtwpod fishing Charters, 
rhe successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
reifauionl Driftwood In 
□ranjeslad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


hm a \Qu® 
and passion lor fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
afcouF fish. who! our Socal 
waiers have ho a-ITer. and 
whal trie wards "fresh sea¬ 
food" ieally mean. 

Whal Herbv calches w^l t>e 
served In his resFauran! an 
Ihe same day. Kecby loves 
la- share his fishing passion 
wirh Fhe many viaFors Fo Ihe 
island. His fleel of a JS ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram y-achF 
and a M ft. Twin Engine 
Fosl yacht, appropriately 
coiled "DMlwo-od I and IL 
is qvaildble lor charters an 
q daily basis from tom Fa 
1J noon and from I pni Fa 
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Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes’ 
ccD2ain r maFe, oH fishing 
equipmena. bat. sodas and 
boFfted wafer. On o Full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks o*e also mcluded. 
You can call Herby dtecliy 
aF j2?7) &P2 404£ or go la 
yrw w .drif s w o Q dgnjba.com. 

Drlhw&o-d ResFou^oni 


this dufhe-rHic Aruban 
food rosfauranf Is iocalad 
in chardclOtisfic davmlown 
Oonjeslad. Their ejdend- 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Dnttwood afters 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious +-colpso menu For 
just %2S.9S 

Charier deep sea fishing 
rates: 

(&QQ- 1/2 day 


17*0- fui day 

Raros pc* boaf 

Maw. 6 people 

Drift wood fiesta urant 

Aulhoniic Aruban. Seafood 

Reslouranl: ^lipshraal 12. 

Downlcwn Oranfesiad 

Tel: (297J Sftl 251S 

www ^drifFwoodanj bQ.com 

Opening Flours: every day. 
from Spm M# lOr^Opm. 
Sunday Cfmsd, 
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Tampa Bay Lightning center 
Vincent Lecavalier celebrates 
after scoring against the 
Philadelphia Flyers during the 
first period of an NHL hockey 
game Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013, 
in Tampa, Fla. 

Associated Press 

NHL Capsules 
Jets rally 
to beat 
Islanders 
5-4 in OT 

Associated Press 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 

— Evander Kane scored 
1:59 into overtime to give 
the Winnipeg Jets a come- 
from-behind victory. 

Kane, who also had an 
assist, tapped the puck in 
past goalie Evgeni Nabo¬ 
kov after a rebound from a 
long Olli Jokinen shot. 
Alexei Ponikarovsky, Bryan 
Little, Dustin Byfuglien and 
Alexander Burmistrov also 
scored for Winnipeg (3-1- 
1), which was down 4-2 
midway through the third 
period. The Jets have now 
won three games in a row. 
John Tavares had a goal 
and two assists for the Is¬ 
landers (2-3-0). David Ull- 
strom, Matt Moulson and 
Mark Streit also scored for 
New York. Frans Nielsen 
had a pair of assists. 
SHARKS 4, CANUCKS 1 
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — Joe 
Pavelski had two goals, 
Patrick Marleau scored 
again — though only once 

— and the Sharks stayed 
undefeated. 


Continued on Page 19 
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Woods win at Torrey Pines for 8th time 



Tiger Woods holds up the trophy after winning the Farmers 
Insurance Open golf tournament at the Torrey Pines Golf Course 
Monday, Jan. 28,2013, in San Diego. It is Wood's seventh victory 
in the event. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Tiger 
Woods is a winner again at 
Torrey Pines, and the only 
question Monday was how 
long it would take him to 
finish. 

Woods stretched his lead 
to eight shots in the Farm¬ 
ers Insurance Open before 
losing his focus and his pa¬ 
tience during a painfully 
slow finish by the group 
ahead. 

Despite dropping four shots 
over the last five holes, he 
still managed an even-par 
72 for a four-shot victory on 
the course where he has 
won more than any other 
in his pro career. 

He won the tournament 
for the seventh time, one 
behind the record held by 
Sam Snead, who won the 
Greater Greensboro Open 
eight times. It was the 
eighth time Woods won 
at Torrey Pines, which in¬ 
cludes his playoff win in the 
2008 U.S Open. 

This one was never close. 
Woods built a six-shot 
lead with 11 holes to play 
when the final round of 
the fog-delayed tourna¬ 
ment was suspended Sun¬ 
day by darkness. He re¬ 
turned Monday — a late 
morning restart because 
CBS Sports wanted to show 
it in the afternoon on the 
East Coast — and looked 


stronger than ever until the 
tournament dragged to a 
conclusion. 

Having to wait on every 
tee and from every fair¬ 
way — or the rough, in his 
case — Woods made bo¬ 
gey from the bunker on the 
14th, hooked a tee shot on 
the 15th that went off the 
trees and into a patch of 
ice plant and led to double 
bogey, and then popped 
up his tee shot on the 17th 


on his way to another bo¬ 
gey. All that affected was 
the score. It kept him from 
another big margin of vic¬ 
tory, though the message 
was clear about his game 
long before that. 

One week after he missed 
the cut in Abu Dhabi, he 
ruled at Torrey Pines. 

It was his 75th career win, 
seven short of the Snead’s 
all-time tour record. 

“It got a little ugly toward 


the end," Woods said. “I 
started losing patience a 
little bit with the slow play. 
I lost my concentration a 
little bit.” 

He rallied with a two-putt 
par on the 18th hole to 
win by four shots over de¬ 
fending champion Brandt 
Snedeker and Josh Teater, 
who had the best finish of 
his career. 

Like so many of his big wins, 
the only drama was for 
second place. 

Brad Fritsch, the rookie 
from Canada, birdied his 
last two holes for a 75. That 
put him into a tie for ninth, 
however, making him eli¬ 
gible for the Phoenix Open 
next week. 

Fritsch had been entered 
in the Monday qualifier 
that he had to abandon 
when the Farmers Insur¬ 
ance Open lost Saturday 
to a fog delay. 

Woods effectively won 
this tournament in the final 
two hours Sunday, when 
he stretched his lead to six 
shots with only 11 holes to 
play. Nick Watney made 
a 10-foot birdie putt on 
the par-5 ninth when play 
resumed to get within five 
shots, only to drop three 
shots on the next five holes. 
Everyone else started too 
far behind, and Woods 
wasn’t about to come 
back to them. 

Even so, the red shirt 


seemed to put him on 
edge. It didn’t help that 
as he settled over his tee 
shot on the par-5 ninth, he 
backed off when he heard 
a man behind the ropes 
take his picture. 

Woods rarely hits the fair¬ 
way after an encounter 
with a camera shutter, 
and this was no different 

— it went so far right that it 
landed on the other side of 
a fence enclosing a corpo¬ 
rate hospitality area. 
Woods took his free drop, 
punched out below the 
trees into the fairway and 
then showed more irritation 
when his wedge nicked 
the flag after one hop and 
spun down the slope 30 
feet away instead of stop¬ 
ping next to the hole. 

He didn’t show much re¬ 
action on perhaps his most 
memorable shot of the day 

— with his legs near the 
edge of a bunker some 75 
feet to the left of the 11 th 
green, he blasted out to 
the top shelf and watched 
the ball take dead aim un¬ 
til it stopped a foot short. 
He failed to save par from 
a bunker on the 14th, and 
he hooked his tee shot so 
badly on the 15th hole that 
it traveled only about 225 
yards before it was gob¬ 
bled up by the ice plant. 
He had to take a penalty 
drop and wound up mak¬ 
ing double bogey.□ 


UCI disbands panel looking 
into Lance Armstrong links 



This is a Monday, Oct. 22, 2012 file photo of Pat McQuaid, Presi¬ 
dent of the Union Cycliste Internationale, UCI, as he informs 
about the position of the UCI regarding the decision from USADA 
in the case of Lance Armstrong, during a press conference in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Cycling’s 
governing body disband¬ 
ed an independent panel 
put together to review any 
involvement it had in the 
Lance Armstrong scandal, 
saying it will go ahead with 
a “truth and reconciliation 
commission” instead. 

The UCI said its indepen¬ 
dent panel did not have 
the support of the Ameri¬ 
can and global anti-dop¬ 
ing bodies, and that a truth 
and reconciliation process 
offered the best way “to 
clear the air” and get to 
the bottom with the ram¬ 
pant doping culture during 
the Armstrong era. 


The UCI had put together 
the panel in November 
to investigate accusa¬ 
tions made by the U.S. 
Anti-Doping Agency that 
it helped cover up suspi¬ 
cious doping tests given 
by Armstrong and unethi¬ 
cally accepted donations 
from him totaling $125,000. 
Those accusations were 
part of a report published 
by USADA that led to Arm¬ 
strong being stripped of his 
seven Tour de France title 
and eventually confessing 
to doping after years of 
denials. 

The independent panel 
held its first public hearing 


on Friday, but it was im¬ 
mediately undermined by 
the UCI's decision to set up 
a separate truth and rec¬ 
onciliation process, which 
will have the backing of 
WADA and could lead to 
cyclists being offered am¬ 
nesty for confessing previ¬ 
ous doping violations. 

The UCI said in a statement 
Monday that it was point¬ 
less to continue funding 
the independent panel 
because USADA and the 
World Anti-Doping Agency 
“refused to cooperate” 
with its inquiry. 

“The Independent Com¬ 
mission itself has said that 


any report it produced 
without these bodies be¬ 
ing involved in the process 


would be dismissed as not 
being complete or cred¬ 
ible,” the UCI said. □ 


















NHL Capsules 

Continued from Page 17 


Joe Thornton also scored 
for the Sharks, who im¬ 
proved to 5-0-0. Antti Niemi 
made 23 saves as coach 
Todd McLellan earned his 
200th career victory. 
Marleau scored two goals 
in each of the first four 
games of the season, be¬ 
coming the first NHL player 
do pull of that trick since 
1917. 

Alexandre Burrows scored 
for the Canucks, who had 
a three-game unbeaten 
streak end. Cory Schneider 
also stopped 23 shots. 

Ryan Clowe tied a Sharks 
record with eight penal¬ 
ties, all in the first two peri¬ 
ods, and a career-high 35 
penalty minutes. The game 
became feisty even be¬ 
fore the drop of the puck 
as Clowe and Burrows got 
into it at center ice and it 
remained that way. 
BLACKHAWKS 2, RED 
WINGS 1 

CHICAGO (AP) — Nick 
Leddy scored 2:45 into 


overtime and the Chicago 
Blackhawks improved to 
6-0 — the best start in fran¬ 
chise history — with a 2-1 
win over the Detroit Red 
Wings on Sunday night. 
After taking a cross-ice 
pass from Viktor Stalberg, 
Leddy fired from the left 
circle and beat Detroit 
goalie Jimmy Howard with 
a shot that slipped just un¬ 
der his glove. 

Detroit's Johan Franzen 
connected early in the 
third to tie the game at 1 
and set up overtime. 
Duncan Keith scored a 
power-play goal in the first 
period for Chicago, and 
Corey Crawford finished 
with 29 saves in his fifth start 
in six games. 

Howard, who has started 
all five of Detroit's games, 
made 25 saves. 

The Blackhawks started 5-0 
in 1971-72 — Hall of Famer 
Bobby Hull’s final season in 
Chicago — and matched 
it on Saturday night with a 


3-2 win in Columbus. 

BLUES 5, WILD 4, OT 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Vladimir 
Sobotka scored from close 
range at 2:16 of overtime 
to give St. Louis a victory. 
St. Louis is 5-1, its best start 
since winning seven of its 
first eight in 1997-98. Com¬ 
ing off a 4-3 victory in Dal¬ 
las on Saturday night, the 
Blues improved to 3-0 at 
home. 

Minnesota’s Dany Heatley 
forced the overtime, ty¬ 
ing it at 4 when he batted 
the puck out of the air with 
4:08 left in regulation for his 
fourth goal of the season. 
The Wild have lost three 
straight. 

Chris Stewart, Barret Jack- 
man, Wade Redden and 
Patrik Berglund also scored 
for St. Louis, and Brian El¬ 
liott, getting his first home 
start, made 12 saves. 

Zach Parise had two goals 
and an assist for Minnesota 
after also scoring twice in 
the Wild’s 5-3 loss in De¬ 
troit on Friday night. Mikko 
Koivu added a goal, and 
Niklas Backstrom stopped 
32 shots. 
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Minnesota Wild goalie Niklas Backstrom, of Finland, is slow to 
get up after giving up the game-winning goal to St. Louis Blues’ 
Vladimir Sobotka, of the Czech Republic, during overtime of an 
NHL hockey game Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013, in St. Louis. The Blues 
won 5-4. 


CAPITALS 3, SABRES 2 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex 
Ovechkin scored his first 
goal of the season, and 
Washington became the 
last NHL team to get a win. 
After a fruitless first week, 
Ovechkin found the net 
with a one-timer from the 
left circle on a power play 
with 14:49 remaining in the 
game. Joel Ward had a 
goal and an assist, John 
Erskine also scored, and 
Michal Neuvirth made 22 
saves for the Capitals, who 
had opened with four con¬ 
secutive losses for the first 


Associated Press 

time since the 1993-94 sea¬ 
son. 

Marcus Foligno and Tyler 
Ennis scored, and Ryan 
Miller made 27 saves for 
the Sabres, who have lost 
three straight after open¬ 
ing the season with a pair 
of wins. 

PENGUINS 2, SENATORS 1, 
SO 

OTTAWA (AP) — Sidney 
Crosby, Evgeni Malkin 
and James Neal scored in 
the shootout to give the 
Pittsburgh Penguins a vic¬ 
tory against the Ottawa 
Senators. □ 



Special Offer! 

luxurious condominiums 

$275,000 


fX U S C A N Y '/ ESIDENCE ARUBA 

luxury living on the island of Aruba 


Call 586 0135 for a 

FREE PICK-UP 


Visit our model home at Salina Serca 197, Noord 

www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com 

Choose from stylish condominiums and interconected Villas 


























TUESDAY 29 JANUARY 2?i9|SPORTS 

NBA Roundup 

Bright day for LA. as Clippers, Lakers 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (24) throws a pass and hits Oklahoma City Thunder forward 
Nick Collison (4) in the mouth during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Los Angeles, 
Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013. The Lakers won 105-96. 


CLIPPERS 96, TRAIL BLAZERS 
83 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Blake 
Griffin had 23 points and 
nine assists, helping the 
Clippers stop a four-game 
losing streak. 

Clippers star Chris Paul 
missed his fourth straight 
game and seventh in the 
past nine because of a 
bruised right kneecap. Eric 
Bledsoe had 10 points, five 
assists and five rebounds 
in his seventh start at point 
guard, and Lamar Odom 
added eight points, 13 re¬ 
bounds and six assists. 
All-Star forward LaMarcus 
Aldridge led the Trail Blaz¬ 
ers with 21 points and 11 
rebounds. It was Portland’s 
seventh loss in nine games, 
and it came in the second 
part of a home-and-home 
set with the Clippers. 
Portland trailed 74-59 after 
a driving layup by Bledsoe 
with 3:15 left in the third 
quarter. Griffin didn't play 
after going to the bench 
with 10 seconds left in the 
third and the Clippers lead¬ 
ing 78-62. 

LAKERS 105, THUNDER 96 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kobe 
Bryant had 21 points, 14 
assists and nine rebounds, 
Steve Nash added seven 
of his 17 points in the final 
5'/2 minutes, and the Lakers 
held off the NBA-leading 
Thunder. 

Pau Gasol scored 16 points 
in a reserve role as the Lak¬ 
ers picked up the most 


impressive victory of their 
thoroughly unimpressive 
season, coolly maintain¬ 
ing a small lead down the 
stretch of their second 
straight win after a four- 
game skid. 

Los Angeles had lost nine 
of its last 11 against the 
powerful Thunder, includ¬ 
ing four of five in the clubs' 
second-round playoff se¬ 
ries last spring. 

Kevin Durant scored 35 
points and Russell West¬ 
brook had 17 points, 13 as¬ 
sists and nine rebounds for 
the road-weary Thunder, 
who finished their longest 
trip of the season at 3-3. 
KNICKS 106, HAWKS 104 
NEW YORK (AP) — Carmelo 


Anthony tied a franchise 
record with nine 3-point- 
ers, then converted a go- 
ahead, three-point play 
with 12.5 seconds left to 
cap a 42-point night and 
lead the Knicks to the vic¬ 
tory. 

The Hawks shot a season- 
high 60 percent from the 
field but had their three- 
game winning streak 
snapped when Josh Smith, 
burned on Anthony's bas¬ 
ket, missed a 3-pointer on 
Atlanta’s final possession. 
Amare Stoudemire and 
J.R. Smith each had 18 
points for the Knicks, who 
were 16 of 27 (59 percent) 
from 3-point range. Ray¬ 
mond Felton had 12 points 


Associated Press 

and 10 assists in his second 
game back after a 10- 
game absence with a bro¬ 
ken right pinky. 

Jeff Teague scored 27 
points for the Hawks. Smith 
added 20 and Al Horford 
had 16. 

MAVERICKS 110, SUNS 95 
DALLAS (AP) — Shawn 
Marion scored 18 points for 
Dallas in his 1,000th game, 
and Dirk Nowitzki also had 
18 while passing Allen Iver¬ 
son on the career scoring 
list. 

It was the 10th straight 
home win for the Maver¬ 
icks against the Suns, who 
haven’t won in Dallas since 
March 14, 2007. 

Nowitzki passed Iverson 



both win 


for 18th on the NBA’s scor¬ 
ing list with a third-quar¬ 
ter jumper that stopped 
a Phoenix run, and his 
3-pointer early in the fourth 
started a surge that put 
Dallas in control for good. 
Phoenix rallied from a first- 
half deficit and made it 
interesting for a second 
straight night in Texas after 
losing at Western Confer¬ 
ence-leading San Anto¬ 
nio. Goran Dragic led four 
players in double figures 
with 18 points. 

HORNETS 91, GRIZZLIES 83 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
Ryan Anderson scored 22 
points for New Orleans, 
connecting on seven 
3-pointers. 

Anderson was 7 of 13 from 
the field, all of his attempts 
coming from outside the 
arc. Fellow reserve Jason 
Smith was 5 of 7 from the 
field for 16 points, and An¬ 
thony Davis was the only 
New Orleans starter to fin¬ 
ish in double figures with 10 
points. 

The Hornets had dropped 
consecutive games. 

Zach Randolph led Mem¬ 
phis with 20 points and 13 
rebounds for his league¬ 
leading 28th double¬ 
double. Marc Gasol had 
14 points and 11 boards, 
and Jerryd Bayless also 
scored 14. Rudy Gay had 
10 points, but was 3 for 17 
from the field, including a 
l-for-7 performance from 
long range.Q 


Deng asks Cameron to 
restore basketball funding 


LONDON (AP) — Chicago 
Bulls forward Luol Deng has 
pleaded with British Prime 
Minister David Cameron 
to pump government cash 
into the country's basket¬ 
ball program to ensure the 
legacy from the London 
Olympics isn’t “completely 
demolished.” 

Britain's basketball squads 
were told last month they 
will receive no funding 
ahead of the Rio de Janei¬ 
ro Olympics in 2016. 

In a letter to Camer¬ 


on, Deng says “I ... have 
put too much in and care 
too greatly to let this hap¬ 
pen.” 

Deng asks 

“how are we supposed to 
motivate these kids to car¬ 
ry along their (basketball) 
journey when there’s now 
nothing at the end? No 
Team GB, 

no Olympic dream, no 
goal.” 

Britain qualified for the 
London Games through its 
host-nation place..□ 



Toronto Raptors forward Alan Anderson (6) battles for a loose ball against Chicago Bulls forward 
Luol Deng (9) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2013, in 
Toronto. The Bulls won 107-105 in overtime. 

Associated Press 
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NFC blows out AFC 62-35 in Pro Bowl in Hawaii 


OSKAR GARCIA 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — The NFC 

beat the AFC in another 
offensive blowout of a Pro- 
Bowl on Sunday that could 
well be the last of the 
annual NFL all-star games. 
Half-hearted defense and 
a growing reluctance 
of some players to be 
involved had created 
debate about whether to 
keep the Pro Bowls going. 
Sunday’s 62-35 result 
delivered evidence for 
both sides of the argument. 
The NFC was unstoppable 
on offense, while the AFC 
had five turnovers and 
scored most of its points 
well after the game was no 
longer competitive. 
Minnesota tight end Kyle 
Rudolph was voted the 
game’s MVP with five 
catches for 122 yards and 
a touchdown. 


PARIS (AP) — Eighth- 
seeded Klara Zakopalova 
of the Czech Republic beat 
Anabel Medina Garrigues 
2-6, 7-5, 6-0 Monday in 
the first round of the Open 
GDF Suez. 

Zakopalova needed 2 
hours, 17 minutes to get 
the better of the Spaniard, 
who had won seven of their 
previous 10 matches. 
Medina Garrigues did not 
face a break point in the 
first set and broke Zako¬ 
palova twice. But Zako¬ 
palova broke her twice in 
the second and then cruised 
in the third. She next faces 
either Carla Suarez Navar¬ 
ro of Spain or a qualifier in 
the second round. 

Also, Christina McHale 
of the United States broke 


Defensive end J.J. Watt, 
who had 20 1/2 sacks for 
Houston, lined up as a wide 
receiver on the AFC’s third 
play from scrimmage, but 
missed a pass from Denver 
quarterback Peyton 

Manning. He was targeted 
one more time, but didn’t 
make a catch. 

Whether the Pro Bowl will 
return or not is a question 
league officials will ponder 
the next few months, with 
a decision expected by 
April, when next season's 
fixtures are released. 

NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell has said the Pro 
Bowl won’t be played 
again if play didn’t improve 
this year. Last year, fans in 
Hawaii booed as lineman 
were clearly not trying. 

If players were coasting 
this time around, it was 
less obvious. The AFC just 
played poorly. And fans 


Frenchwoman Pauline Par- 
mentier’s serve four times 
in a 6-4, 6-1 win to set 
up a second-round match 
against No. 3 Marion Bar- 
toli of France. □ 


didn’t boo much — the 
stands were relatively 
empty even though the 
game sold enough tickets 
to lift a local television 
blackout. 

Jeff Saturday, the Green 
Bay center retiring at the 
end of this season, played 
for both teams though he 
came representing the 
NFC. He lined up on one 
play for the AFC to snap 
the ball one last time to 
Manning, his longtime 
former Colts teammate. 
Saturday played 13 
seasons in Indianapolis, all 
with Manning — except 
2011, when Manning was 
out with a neck injury. 
Saturday then played 
later in the game for 
the NFC, snapping to 
Peyton’s brother. Giants 
quarterback Eli Manning. 
Even as the NFC piled up 
touchdowns, the game 
struggled for memorable 
moments. 

In the second quarter, 
referee Ed Hochuli drew 
cheers when announcing 
a pass interference penalty 
on Denver cornerback 
Champ Bailey in the 
second quarter — the first 
flag of the game. 

“Yes, there are penalties in 
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Zakopalova beats Medina 
Garrigues at Open GDF Suez 



Houston Texans defensive end J.J. Watt (99) of the AFC pulls 
down New York Giants defensive end Jason Pierre-Paul (90) of 
the NFC after Pierre-Paul made an interception during the forth 
quarter of the NFL Pro Bowl football game in Honolulu, Sunday, 
Jan. 27, 2013. The NFC beat the AFC 62-35. 

Associated Press 


the Pro Bowl,” Hochuli said, 
drawing laughs and loud 
cheers. 

New York Giants receiver 
Victor Cruz broke a Pro 
Bowl record with 10 
catches. Tampa Bay 
receiver Vincent Jackson 
had 91 yards and two 


touchdowns. Eli Manning 
threw for 191 yards and two 
touchdowns, while Seattle 
quarterback Russell Wilson 
had three touchdown 
passes in the second half. 
Cincinnati's A.J. Green 
had three TD catches for 
the AFC.Q 
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Rethinking the need for annual physical checkups 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2013 New York Times 

“Go Beyond Your Father’s 
Annual Physical. Live Lon¬ 
ger, Feel Better” 

This sales pitch for the Princ¬ 
eton Longevity Center’s 
“comprehensive exam” 
promises, for $5,300, to 
take “your health beyond 
the annual physical." But it 
is far from certain whether 
this all-day checkup, and 
others less inclusive, make 
a meaningful difference to 
health or merely provide 
reassurance to the worried 
well. Among physicians, 
researchers and insurers, 
there is an ongoing de¬ 
bate as to whether regu¬ 
lar checkups really reduce 
the chances of becoming 
seriously ill or dying of an ill¬ 
ness that would have been 
treatable had it been de¬ 
tected sooner. 

No one questions the im¬ 
portance of regular exams 
for well babies, children 
and pregnant women, 
and the protective value 
of specific exams, like a 
Pap smear for sexually ac¬ 
tive women and a colonos¬ 
copy for people older than 
50. But arguments against 
the annual physical for all 
adults have been fueled 
by a growing number of 
studies that failed to find a 
medical benefit. 

Some experts note that 
when something seem¬ 
ingly abnormal is picked 
up during a routine exam, 
the result is psychological 
distress for the patient, fur¬ 
ther testing that may do 
more harm than good, 


and increased medical ex¬ 
penses. 

“Part of the problem of 
looking for abnormalities 
in perfectly well people is 
that rather a lot of us have 
them,” Dr. Margaret Mc¬ 
Cartney, a Scottish physi¬ 
cian, wrote in The Daily 
Mail, a British newspaper. 
“Most of fhem won'f do us 
any harm.” 

She cited the medical 
saga of Brian Mulroney, for¬ 
mer prime minister of Can¬ 
ada. A CT scan performed 
as parf of a checkup in 
2005 revealed two small 
lumps in Mulroney's lungs. 
Following surgery, he de¬ 
veloped an inflamed pan¬ 
creas, which landed him in 
intensive care. He spent six 
weeks in the hospital, then 
was readmitted a month 
later for removal of a cyst 
on his pancreas caused by 
the inflammation. 

The lumps on his lungs, by 
the way, were benign. But 
what if, you may ask, Mul¬ 
roney's lumps had been 
cancer? Might not the 
discovery during a routine 
exam have saved his life? 
Logic nofwithsfanding, the 
question of benefits versus 
risks from routine exams 
can be answered only by 
well-designed scientific re¬ 
search. Defining the value 
of a routine checkup - de¬ 
termining who should get 
one and how often - is 
especially important now, 
because next year the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act will add 
some 30 million people to 
the roster of the medically 
insured, many of whom will 


be eligible for government- 
mandated preventive 
care through an annual 
exam. 

Dr. Ateev Mehrotra of the 
University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine, who 
directed a study of annual 
physicals in 2007, reported 
that an estimated 44.4 mil¬ 
lion U.S. adults undergo 
preventive exams each 
year. He concluded that 
if every adult were to re¬ 
ceive such an exam, the 
health care system would 
be saddled with 145 mil¬ 
lion more visits every year, 
consuming 41 percent of 
all the time that primary 
care doctors spend with 
patients. There is already 
a shortage of such doc¬ 
tors and not nearly enough 
other health profession¬ 
als - physician assistants 
and nurse practitioners - to 
meet future needs. If you 
think the wait to see your 
doctor is too long now, you 
may want to stock up on 
some epic novels to keep 
you occupied in the wait¬ 
ing room in the future. 

Few would challenge 
the axiom that an ounce 
of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. Lacking 
incontrovertible evidence 
for the annual physical, 
this logic has long been 
used to justify it: If a thor¬ 
ough exam and conversa¬ 
tion about your well-being 
alerts your doctor to a 
health problem that is best 
addressed sooner rather 
than later, isn't that better 
than waiting until the prob¬ 
lem becomes too trouble- 


Studies suggest that for seem¬ 
ingly healthy people, annual 
exams provide no benefit and 
can actually do harm by rais¬ 
ing false flags or prompting 
unnecessary follow-ups. 
(Bryan Christie/The New York 
Times) 

some to ignore? 

What if you have a po¬ 
tentially fatal ailment, like 
heart disease or cancer, 
that may otherwise be un¬ 
detected until it is well ad¬ 
vanced or incurable? 

And wouldn't it help to 
uncover risk factors like 
elevated blood sugar or 
high cholesterol that could 
prevent an incipient ail¬ 
ment if they are reversed 
before causing irreparable 
damage? Even if there is 
no direct medical bene¬ 
fit, many doctors say that 
having their patients visit 
once a year helps to main¬ 
tain a meaningful relation¬ 
ship and alert doctors to 
changes in patients’ lives 
that could affect health. 
It is also an opportunity to 
give patients needed im¬ 
munizations and to remind 


them to get their eyes, 
teeth and skin checked. 
But the long-sacrosanct 
recommendation that ev¬ 
eryone should have an 
annual physical was chal¬ 
lenged yet again recently 
by researchers at the Nor¬ 
dic Cochrane Center in 
Copenhagen. 

In summarizing their results, 
the team said, “We did 
not find an effect on total 
or cause-specific mortal¬ 
ity from general health 
checks in adult popula¬ 
tions unselected for risk 
factors or disease. For the 
causes of death most likely 
to be influenced by health 
checks, cardiovascular 
mortality and cancer mor¬ 
tality, there were no reduc¬ 
tions either." What, then, 
should people do to moni¬ 
tor their health? 

Whenever you see your 
doctor, for any reason, 
make sure your blood pres¬ 
sure is checked. If a year 
or more has elapsed since 
your last blood test, get a 
new one. Keep immuniza¬ 
tions up to date, and get 
the screening tests spe¬ 
cifically recommended 
based on your age, gen¬ 
der and known risk factors, 
including your family and 
personal medical history. 
And if you develop a symp¬ 
tom, like unexplained pain, 
shortness of breath, diges¬ 
tive problems, a lump, a 
skin lesion that doesn’t 
heal, or unusual fatigue or 
depression, consult your 
doctor without delay. Seek 
further help if the initial di¬ 
agnosis and treatment fails 
to bring relief.□ 


Ground beef recall linked to 16 sick in 5 states 


MIKE STOBBE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Federal 
health officials say at least 
16 people in five states 
have been sickened by 
salmonella food poisoning 
linked to ground beef. 

No one has died, but half 
were hospifalized. Most of 
the illnesses have been in 
Michigan, but a few cases 
were scattered in Arizona, 
Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. 
Seven people ate a raw 
ground beef dish called 



Salmonella poisoning from consuming raw beef has been linked 
to multiple illnesses in 5 states. (Handout Photo) 


kibbeh last month at a 
suburban Detroit restau¬ 
rant that wasn’t identified. 
Health officials say con¬ 
sumers should not eat un¬ 
cooked meat. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
said the cases have been 
linked to last week’s recall 
of more than 1,000 pounds 
of ground beef from two 
Michigan businesses, Troy- 
based Gab Halal Foods 
and Sterling Heights-based 
Jouni Meats. □ 
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Crucial, long-overdue BlackBerry makeover arrives 


ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — The 

maker of the BlackBerry 
smartphone is promising a 
speedy browser, a superb 
typing experience and the 
ability to keep work and 
personal identities sepa¬ 
rate on the same phone, 
the fruit of a crucial, long- 
overdue makeover for the 
Canadian company. 
Thorsten Heins, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Research In Mo¬ 
tion Ltd., will reveal the first 
phone with the new Black¬ 
Berry 10 system in New 
York on Wednesday. It will 
come with a marketing 
campaign that includes a 
Super Bowl ad. Repeated 
delays have left the once- 
pioneering BlackBerry an 
afterthought in the shad¬ 
ow of Apple's trend-setting 
iPhone and Google's An¬ 
droid-driven devices. 

Now, there’s some op¬ 
timism. Previews of the 
software have gotten fa¬ 
vorable reviews on blogs. 
Financial analysts are start¬ 
ing to see some slight room 
for a comeback. RIM’s 
stock has nearly tripled 
to about $16.30 from a 
nine-year low in Septem¬ 
ber, though it’s still nearly 
90 percent below its 2008 
peak of $147. 

Most analysts consider a 
BlackBerry 10 success to be 
crucial for the company’s 
long-term viability. 

“The old models are be¬ 
coming obsolete quickly,” 
BGC Financial analyst Co¬ 
lin Gillis said. “There is still a 
big user base but it’s going 
to rotate off. The question 
is: Where do they rotate 
to?” 

The BlackBerry, pioneered 
in 1999, has been the dom¬ 
inant smartphone for on- 
the-go business people. 
Corporate information- 
technology managers 
like the phones because 
they're relatively secure 
and easy to manage. 

The BlackBerry has also 
crossed over to consumers. 
President Barack Obama 
couldn’t bear to part with 
it when he took office. 
Oprah Winfrey declared it 
one of her “favorite things.” 
People got so addicted 
that the device was nick¬ 
named “the CrackBerry.” 
But when the iPhone came 



on sale soon after that. RIM 
redesigned the system to 
embrace the multimedia, 
apps and touch-screen ex¬ 
perience prevalent today. 
“Historically there have 
been areas that have not 
been our strongest points," 
Rick Costanzo, RIM’s ex¬ 
ecutive vice president of 
global sales, said in an in¬ 
terview. “Not only have we 
caught up, but we may 
even be better than some 
of the competition now.” 
Costanzo said “no one else 
can touch" what RIM's 
new system offers. The new 
operating system promises 
better multitasking than 
either the iPhone or An¬ 
droid. Simply swipe a finger 
across the phone’s display 
screen to switch to another 


Apple updates iPhone 
and iPad software 


NEW YORK (AP) — Apple 
has released a software 
update for iPhones and 
iPads that speeds up data 
downloads on some major 
overseas telecom networks 
and a handful of small U.S. 
carriers. 

Apple says iOS version 6.1 
adds the ability to access 
the “LTE” networks of 36 
additional iPhone carriers. 
Those include Alaska Com¬ 
munications, Bluegrass 
Cellular of Kentucky and C 
Spire of Mississippi. Interna¬ 


tionally, they include major 
carriers in Italy, Denmark, 
Finland, Croatia, Portugal, 
Saudi Arabia and South 
Africa. The update also in¬ 
cludes the ability buy U.S. 
movie tickets through the 
“Siri” voice-controlled as¬ 
sistant feature. Also, sub¬ 
scribers to “iTunes Match” 
will now be able to down¬ 
load individual songs from 
their online lockers to their 
phones. The update is 
compatible with the iPod 
Touch as well. □ 
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In this Sept. 9, 2008, file photo, the logo on a BlackBerry smartphone is shows in Bochum, 
Germany. The maker of the BlackBerry smartphone is promising a speedy browser, a superb 
typing experience and the ability to keep work and personal identities separate on the same 
phone, the fruit of a crucial, long-overdue makeover for the Canadian company. 

Associated Press 


out in 2007, it showed that 
phones can do much 
more than email and 
phone calls. They can play 
games, music and movies. 
Android came along to 
offer even more choices. 
Though IT managers still 
love BlackBerrys, employ¬ 
ees were bringing their 
own devices to the work¬ 
place — a trend Heins ac¬ 
knowledged RIM was slow 
to adapt to. Suddenly, the 
BlackBerry looked ancient. 
Even as BlackBerry sales 
continued to grow in 
many parts of the world, 
many BlackBerry users in 
North America switched to 
iPhones and Android de¬ 
vices. BlackBerry’s world¬ 
wide subscriber based 


peaked at 80 million in the 
quarter that ended Sept. 
1, before dropping to 79 
million in the most-recent 
quarter. In the U.S., ac¬ 
cording to research firm 
IDC, shipments of BlackBer¬ 
ry phones plummeted from 
46 percent of the market in 
2008 to 2 percent in 2012. 
RIM promised a new system 
to catch up, using technol¬ 
ogy it got through its 2010 
purchase of QNX Software 
Systems. RIM initially said 
BlackBerry 10 would come 
by early 2012, but then the 
company changed that to 
late 2012. A few months lat¬ 
er, that date was pushed 
further, to early 2013, miss¬ 
ing the lucrative holiday 
season. The holdup helped 


wipe out more than $70 bil¬ 
lion in shareholder wealth 
and 5,000 jobs. Although 
executives have been pro¬ 
viding a glimpse at some 
of BlackBerry 10’s new fea¬ 
tures for months, Heins will 
finally showcase a com¬ 
plete system at Wednes¬ 
day’s event. Devices will go 


program. 

All emails and notifications 
from such applications as 
Twitter and Facebook go 
to the BlackBerry Hub, a 
nerve center accessible 
with a finger swipe even if 
you have another applica¬ 
tion open. 

One can peek into it and 
open an email, or return 
to the previous applica¬ 
tion without opening the 
email.□ 


J 


body. mittd 


wrixtul ln^ 


NEW 

Beeuly-ejpa & Health Center 


iMU jui i &.lwet lJ *vhiff kmmty trmf rrfamtim h 

with gpod iasti*! details cjv ra/ prrwnutmf 
IM.UVH in iht orf/y outer pi ftfer wif&jfUf$ervi^^ 

fivm t*rp ftp ft* 1 / 


20 %i 

Discount 

»uj viwr (VnrfrmnrJ 
-H rik J iVj'i i i 7 ,v i i>m J 


hVKOf’FAN FXFFktFXLF J {tt AI.1Tl A T LOCAL FkiCfiSl 

For Rmrmtfrm; (297) 5S122SS / 5*19630 
Ctiyti Punta Rrufm 5 

// wiif l vg Hu ruhiiy CO /i t 




















TUESDAY 29 JANUARY 2013 


^BUSINESS 


Caterpillar sees uncertain 2013 after slow 4Q 


JOSHUA FREED 
AP Business Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Cat¬ 
erpillar said on Monday 
that its 2013 profit could 
shrink if the world’s econo¬ 
my doesn't pick up in the 
second half of the year, 
as mining companies and 
builders remain cautious 
about buying new gear. 
The cloudy outlook for the 
year came as Caterpillar 
reported a fourth-quarter 
profit less than half as big 
as a year ago because of 
a deal in China that went 
bad and slower growth 
around most of the world. 
Caterpillar Inc. is the largest 
maker of construction and 
mining equipment, so its 
performance rises and falls 
with the world’s economy. 
It tries to predict where the 
economy is headed so it 
knows how many excava¬ 
tors, bulldozers, and mining 
trucks to build. 

If recent economic im¬ 
provements continue, this 
could be a record year 
for Caterpillar, its execu¬ 
tives said. But if this year 
is a replay of the last two. 


where growth and confi¬ 
dence declined in the sec¬ 
ond half, “2013 could be 
a tough year," said Doug 
Oberhelman, chairman 
and CEO. 


Caterpillar started 2012 ex¬ 
pecting the U.S. economy 
to grow at least 3 percent 
but economists estimate 
annual growth was a little 
more than 2 percent. In 
April, the company was 
still forecasting 8.5 per¬ 
cent growth in China, but 
the world’s second-largest 
economy expanded by 7.8 


percent last year, its weak¬ 
est annual performance 
since the 1990s. 

Caterpillar dialed back 
production in the second 
half of 2012, which hurt 


fourth-quarter revenue 
and profits. Caterpillar and 
its dealers have both been 
trying to sell off inventory. 
Reduced production will 
continue at least through 
the first quarter, the com¬ 
pany said. 

For this year. Caterpillar ex¬ 
pects revenue of $60 billion 
to $68 billion, with a profit 


of $7 to $9 per share. Ana¬ 
lysts had been expecting a 
profit of $8.54 per share on 
revenue of $64.58 billion. 
Caterpillar said there’s a 
wide range in its outlook 
because of the high level 
of uncertainty in the world. 
It expects relatively weak 
growth in the U.S. econo¬ 
my. Growth in China will im¬ 
prove, but not back to the 
levels seen in 2010 or 2011, 
Caterpillar said. It expects 
Europe to continue to 
struggle. It said first quarter 
revenue and profits will be 
“significantly lower" than 
the same period last year. 
In the quarter ended Dec. 
31, Caterpillar earned $697 
million, or $1.04 per share, 
down from a profit of $1.55 
billion, or $2.32 per share a 
year earlier. 

The most recent quarter in¬ 
cluded a non-cash charge 
of 87 cents per share to 
write down the purchase 
of Zhengzhou Siwei. 

Not counting the write¬ 
down and a $300 million 
tax benefit. Caterpillar 
would have earned $1.46 
per share.Q 



GM plans $600M upgrade at Kansas City plant 


MARIA SUDEKUM 
Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Kansas (AP) 

— General Motors an¬ 
nounced plans Monday 
to pour $600 million into a 
new paint shop and other 
upgrades at its assembly 
plant in Kansas City, an in¬ 
vestment that likely ensures 
the facility’s long-term vi¬ 
ability. Construction on 
the 450,000-square-foot 
(41,800-sq. meter) paint 
shop, a new stamping 
press and efficiency en¬ 
hancements at the Fairfax 
Assembly Plant will begin 
this year and should take 
about two years to com¬ 
plete, the automaker said 
in a statement. 

“This major investment is a 
vote of confidence in the 
employees and leadership 
of this plant and will allow 
them to continue produc¬ 
ing beautiful, world-class 
vehicles ... with the same 
quality workmanship that 
has defined the Fairfax 
complex for nearly 70 
years,” GM Chairman and 
CEO Dan Akerson said. 


GM, one of the Kansas' 
largest employers, an¬ 
nounced earlier this month 
that it would invest about 
$1.5 billion in its North 
American facilities in 2013. 
Production at the Fairfax 
plant, where the company 
makes the Buick LaCrosse 


and Chevrolet Malibu, is 
not expected to be affect¬ 
ed by the construction, the 
company said. GM said 
the upgrade is designed to 
cut the amount of energy 


required to build the cars 
and reduce water con¬ 
sumption and chemical 
waste at the 572-acre site. 
GM employs nearly 3,900 
workers at the plant, which 
has produced more than 
12 million vehicles since 
1945 and currently builds 

I 


one vehicle every 58 sec¬ 
onds. 

GM sold 9.29 million cars 
and trucks worldwide in 
2012, making it second 
only behind Japan's Toyo¬ 


ta in global sales. 

An investment this large 
means that the Fairfax 
plant likely has a bright 
future with GM and could 
get additional models to 
build beyond its current 
cars, the Chevrolet Malibu 
and Buick LaCrosse. At a 
minimum, it is likely to get 
future generations of those 
models. Both the LaCrosse 
and Malibu have been de¬ 
cent sellers for GM in the 
past, but sales have slowed 
of late. U.S. sales of the La¬ 
Crosse, a big midsize luxury 
sedan, fell 2.4 percent last 
year to just over 57,000, 
according to Autodata 
Corp. Malibu sales rose 3 
percent to almost 211,000, 
but that's a little more than 
half the sales of the Toyota 
Camry, the midsize leader 
and the top-selling car in 
the U.S. GM launched a 
new version of the Malibu 
in 2012, but it took until late 
in the year for the full selec¬ 
tion of engines to arrive in 
showrooms. The company 
has said it will get a quick 
makeover this year.Q 



A Chevrolet Suburban is driven through the uneven terrain 
course at the General Motors Milford Proving Grounds in Milford, 
Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio) 



Tsujihara set 
as new CEO of 
Warner Bros 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kevin 
Tsujihara was named the 
next chief executive of the 
Warner Bros, studio, one of 
the largest producers of TV 
shows and movies in Holly¬ 
wood. He'll take over from 
Barry Meyer on March 1. 
The Tsujihara, 48, has been 
president of the studio’s 
home entertainment divi¬ 
sion since 2005. 

Jeff Bewkes, the chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Warner Bros, 
parent Time Warner Inc., 
said in a statement Mon¬ 
day that Tsujihara was the 
right leader for the studio, 
combining strategic think¬ 
ing with financial discipline. 
“Kevin is one of the most 
effective and respected 
executives within Time 
Warner,” Bewkes said. 
Tsujihara said in a state¬ 
ment it was an honor to 
lead the studio. 

“We're at a pivotal mo¬ 
ment in the histories of 
Hollywood and enter¬ 
tainment: technology is 
changing the canvas we 
use to create theatrical re¬ 
leases,” he said. 

Meyer will continue on as 
chairman of the studio 
through 2013. 

The appointment ends a 
three-way race to suc¬ 
ceed Meyer, 69, who has 
been chairman and CEO 
of the studio since 1999. 
After Alan Horn left as 
president of Warner Bros, 
in April 2011, an office of 
the president was shared 
between Tsujihara, War¬ 
ner Bros. Pictures president 
Jeff Robinov, and Warner 
Bros. Television president 
Bruce Rosenblum. It was 
assumed one of the three 
would succeed Meyer. 
Rosenblum said in a state¬ 
ment he was disappointed: 
“Who wouldn’t be? War¬ 
ner Bros, is a unique and 
special place and I know it 
will be in good hands with 
Kevin at the helm.’O 
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US stocks close mixed on uneven economic signals 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 

U.S. stocks meandered be¬ 
tween small gains and loss¬ 
es Monday, cooling off af¬ 
ter a rally that had pushed 
the Standard & Poor's 500 
index above 1,500 for the 
first time since December 
2007. Encouraging news 
about manufacturing pro¬ 
vided an early boost, but 
stocks fell later after a re¬ 
port on the pace of home 
sales fell short of expecta¬ 
tions. 

The government said be¬ 
fore trading began that or¬ 
ders for long-lasting goods 
rose in December by 4.6 
percent, helped by a 10 
percent gain in orders for 
new aircraft. The report 
was a sign of strength for 
the manufacturing sector, 
a crucial driver of econom¬ 
ic growth. 

Heavy equipment maker 
Caterpillar said separately 
that its fourth-quarter net 
income exceeded ana¬ 
lysts' expectations, after 
adjusting for the cost of a 
soured deal to buy a Chi¬ 
nese maker of roofing sup¬ 
ports for mines. Caterpillar 
said it took a big charge in 
the quarter because the 
Chinese company had 
misrepresented its financ¬ 
es. 

Caterpillar Inc. said it ex¬ 
pects growth in China to 
improve without regain¬ 
ing the levels seen in 2010 
or 2011. The stock was the 
biggest gainer in the Dow 
Jones industrial average, 
closing up $1.87, or 2 per¬ 
cent, at $97.45. 


The Dow Jones transpor¬ 
tation index, a proxy for 
future economic activity, 
edged higher, notching its 
tenth straight increase and 
its twelfth gain in the past 
13 trading days. 

A half-hour after trading 
began, the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Realtors said that 
its index of pending home 
sales fell in December, sug¬ 
gesting that sales of pre¬ 
viously occupied homes 
may slow in the coming 
months. The report, which 
was weaker than many 
economists had expected, 
helped push stocks lower 
for much of the morning. 
They were roughly flat by 
midday, and spent the 
afternoon swapping small 
bumps and dips. 

The Dow closed down 
14.05 points, or 0.1 percent, 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. Treasury Department 
disregarded its own guide¬ 
lines by allowing large pay 
increases for executives at 
three firms bailed out dur¬ 
ing the financial crisis, a 
report released Monday 
says. 

The Special Inspector Gen¬ 
eral for the Troubled As¬ 
set Relief Program said 
Treasury approved all 18 
requests it received for 
executive raises at Ameri¬ 
can International Group 


at 13,881.93. The S&P 500 
fell 2.78, or 0.2 percent, to 
1,500.18. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite index added 4.59, or 
0.2 percent, to 3,154. 


Inc., General Motors Corp. 
and Ally Financial Inc. Of 
those requests, 14 were 
for $100,000 or more. One 
raise, for the CEO of a divi¬ 
sion at AIG, was for $1 mil¬ 
lion. 

The three firms together re¬ 
ceived nearly $250 billion 
from the bailout fund. Only 
AIG has fully repaid its $182 
billion bailout. 

The report says Treasury 
bypassed rules under the 
2008 bailout that limited 
pay. Treasury approved 
raises that exceeded pay 
limits and in some cases 


reached on Oct. 9, 2007. 
The Dow is about 282 points 
below its high of 14,164.53; 
the S&P 500 is 65 points shy 
of its record of 1,565. 


failed to link compensation 
to performance, it notes. 
Christy Romero, the special 
inspector general for TARP, 
said the guidelines say 
compensation should not 
exceed the 50th percen¬ 
tile of pay for executives 
in similar positions at other 
financially distressed com¬ 
panies. 

But pay surpassed that 
level for 63 percent of the 
executives whose pay was 
approved, according to 
the report. 

The report also said Trea¬ 
sury officials had been 


and saw big price swings in 
after-hours trading: 

— Web portal Yahoo Inc. 
rose 81 cents, or 4 percent, 
to $21.12 after saying its 
fourth-quarter earnings 
topped analyst estimates 
as an upturn in its interna¬ 
tional investments helped 
end a three-year revenue 
slump. 

— Hard disk maker 
Seagate Technology PLC 
said it beat analysts’ esti¬ 
mates in its results for the fis¬ 
cal second quarter ended 
Dec. 28. It rose 69 cents, or 
1.8 percent, to $38.10 after 
hours. 

— Cloud computing pro¬ 
vider VMWare Inc. said its 
net income edged high¬ 
er, but the company an¬ 
nounced guidance that 
was far weaker than ana¬ 
lysts had expected.Q 


warned a year ago that 
the department needed 
to reform its procedures to 
ensure that the pay guide¬ 
lines are followed. 

Patricia Geoghegan, the 
Treasury official who ap¬ 
proved the raises, disputed 
the findings of the report. 

In a letter to Romero, 
Geoghegan said it's un¬ 
fair to call the pay exces¬ 
sive. She said Treasury must 
strike a balance between 
limiting compensation and 
approving pay packages 
that are consistent with ex¬ 
ecutives in similar jobs.Q 



Trader Michael Urkonis, center, works on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

The Dow and the S&P 500 Several big tech compa- 
are rapidly approaching nies reported their results 
their all-time closing highs, after the market closed 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Gap; opening 
5 Pile up 

10 Facts & figures 

14 High point; tip 

15 Judge’s mallet 

16 Water pitcher 

17 Part of a three- 
piece suit 

18 “Carmen” or 
“Rigoletto” 

19 Penny 

20 Junior naval 
officers 

22 Lends a hand 

24 Anti’s vote 

25 Plant pest 

26 Eyeglasses, for 
short 

29 Been 
Working on the 
Railroad” 

30 Instruct 

34 Uplifting tune 

35 Fawn’s mother 

36 Propel a canoe 

37 Heavyweight 
Muhammad _ 

38 Stroll 

40 “Nowhere 
Beatles song 

41 Study of plants 

43 Musician’s stint 

44 CD; compact 

45 Allen or Jobs 

46 1/60 of a min. 

47 Flexible; agile 

48 Rowed 

50 Split _ soup 

51 Raincoat 
54 Protective 

glasses 

58 _-Cola 

59 Barking marine 
mammals 

61 Seldom seen 

62 In the sack 

63 Follow 

64 Related 

65 Hubbub 

66 49ers & 76ers 

67 Repair 

DOWN 

1 _ a blast; 
enjoy oneself 

2 Frank; candid 


3 More or _ 

4 No longer 
existing, as an 
animal species 

5 Great suffering 

6 Atlas pages 

7 Maria” 

8 Sehor’s shawl 

9 Deep wide cut 

10 Made up one’s 
mind 

11 Astounds 

12 Circus shelter 

13 _ and crafts 
21 Helium or neon 
23 Ravi Shankar’s 

instrument 

25 Got even for 

26 Thick pieces 

27 Aviator 

28 Cream of the 
crop 

29 Debtor’s note 

31 Fess up 

32 Come into 
conflict 

33 Consequently 

35 24-hour period 

36 Cribbage piece 


38 Move furtively 

39 _-tac-toe 

42 Guacamole 

maker’s need 
44 Explanatory 
drawing 

46 Calm 

47 Lower limb 

49 Adjust an alarm 


50 Sits for an artist 

51 “Beat it!” 

52 Gray wolf 

53 Frosted 

54 Solemn-faced 

55 Tahoe or Huron 

56 “_go bragh!” 

57 Put in the mail 
60 Busy _ bee 
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Murdoch 
apologizes 
over Times 
cartoon 

RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Media 
baron Rupert Murdoch 
has apologized for a Sun¬ 
day Times cartoon depict¬ 
ing Israeli leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu building a wall 
using blood-red mortar, an 
image Jewish leaders said 
was reminiscent of anti-Se¬ 
mitic propaganda. 

The political cartoon, 
which was published on 
Holocaust Memorial Day, 
shows Netanyahu wielding 
a long, sharp trowel and 
depicts agonized Palestin¬ 
ians bricked into the wall’s 
structure. It was meant as a 
comment on recent elec¬ 
tions in which Netanyahu’s 
ticket narrowly won the 
most seats in the Israeli par¬ 
liament. 

“Will cementing the peace 
continue?" the caption 
read, a reference both to 
the stalled peace process 
and Israel’s separation bar¬ 
rier, a complex of fences 
and concrete walls which 
Israel portrays as a defense 
against suicide bombers 
but which Palestinians say 
is a land grab under the 
guise of security. 

Murdoch wrote on Twitter 
that the cartoonist, Gerald 
Scarfe — a veteran art¬ 
ist who frequently depicts 
blood in his work — did not 
reflect the paper’s editorial 
lineO 

Paradise Beach Villas 

For Rent $850 / week 
1 br Feb. 16-23 
1 br Feb. 23-March 2 
For Sale 

Wk3-2br$4.000 
wk4 - 2br $4,000 
info@arubadirectdeals.com 
732-2788 


Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Costa Linda 

week 4 &5, 2bdrm, 2 bath, 5th floor, 
top floor center. Both weeks same unit 
$26,500 per week. 

Will sell together or separate 
Contact: gakoz@optonline.net 
or call Orlando 917-417-1024 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Villas wk 2 studio $2600 
and wk 6 studio at Mill Resort 
$2750 

508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
local until 1/21 565-9394 

198391 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 


VACATION SPECIAL 
For Rent Aruba Beach Club 
wk 6 Carnaval 9-16 feb 4 p $850 
5 p $975-6 p $1200 
all other wks 
Call 583-4403/560-3297 

198539 

FOR SALE 
Beach Villas 
at the Divi Phoenix 

wk 7 unit # 640 & 641 
2 bedr 3 bath 35 years left 
$36,000.00 

Call Mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 


FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smart electricity, hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Every thing’s included in this 2 br 
2 % bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 


Tel: 5&2-06S7 7 501-7464 

Schol land Str 70 

Extend your Stay 

7 Quality Apartments 

i Lfl-ft "Fully ihttf 

'Xitchem / A\rz® / Coble W "Swiirwiing Pool 
L*sf than [ m\\t irm fctaeh £ * 

FeeP free to contact or visit uS: 

Aton - -FN: 6ttm-7pin. Sot d Sun: 9om-5pm. 



CASA DEL MAR 

$5,500.00 for 2 weeks!! 

2013 fees already paid ocean front 
Resort weeks 37+38 
Ambassador Suites 
1 bdr sleeps 4 

contact: tkseabreeze@gmail.com 
or 724-698-7771 

_ 198530 

FOR SALE 

Florida Time Shares for sale 

1 br grand shores West Redding 
Ton beach 

wks 3+4 Gulf Coast 35 min to 
Tampa $1600 each local till 1/21 
565-9394 

usmc53w@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

198512 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom pool ocean 
view $1000 per week 

call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395 

FOR SALE 

Divi Golf Villas 

9th hole/ocean view 
1 bed-2 bath 
wks 1,2,3 + lockout wkl 
Rm 2257 $59,000 
harveylady@aol.com 

198515 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 Bedroom, garden view 
week 2 $4200 

1 bedroom ocean/ pool view 
week 3 $6500 

Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-400 Room 222 Jan 19-26 
Room 109 Jan 26- Feb.1 
e-mail: chumsley@verizon.net 

198508 

FOR SALE 

Costa Linda 

week 2,2bdrm, 2 bath, 4th floor, 
facing pool & ocean $26,500 
Contact: gakoz@optonline.net 
or call Orlando 917-417-1024 


GOLD COAST 
2 Villa home available! 

long term rental leases 
price: $2800 $3500 USD / month 
new villa home has all amenities 
593-3956 

fordsteventodd@gmail.com 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

$4200 per wk 
1 bdr wk 3+4 
call Richard Dooley 
297-5874000 Rm 204 
dickdooley@hotmail.com 
US 267-240-5116 after 2-1 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br/2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

wk 2 unit 2309 
wk 4 unit 2343 

both with pool and ocean views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirok@msn.com 

198397 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 

FOR RENT 

weeks 5&6 Jan 31-Feb 13 2014 
one bedr ocean front Riu 
$1390 per week 
Aruba cell. 566-7433 
US 336-953-4241 


FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 per week 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

198362 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1117 Presidential Suite 

wk 2 $17,000 

contact (Aruba) 560-1288 

until 1/26/13 

(USA) 203-421-3531 

E-mail: roberta.ambrose@att.net 

198363 

FOR SALE 

3 bdr, 2 bath 

house walking distance Golf Curs 
TierradelSol $1295 p/w 
Call 561-5320 

caribbeanrental@hotmail.com 

_ 198524 

Paradise Beach Villas 

week 2+3 quiet / garden view 
1 bedr, 1 bath, sleeps 4 
$4,200.00 per week 
Call Rm 111 until Feb 2 or contact by 
e-mail: tparady@snet.net 

198509 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

smaiszaa 

29 January 

Dr. Samuels 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


I 


Botica Kibrahacha Tel: 582-2007 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


Police 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES** 



Jan. 29 Thomson Dream 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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AP Interview: CERN chief firmer on ‘God particle’ 



Director General of CERN, Rolf-Dieter Heuer, gestures as he 
speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the 
World Economic Forum, WEF, in Davos, Switzerland, Saturday, 
Jan. 26, 2013. 

Associated Press 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) 

— The world should know 
with certainty by the mid¬ 
dle of this year whether a 
subatomic particle discov¬ 
ered by scientists is a long- 
sought Higgs boson, the 
head of the world’s largest 
atom smasher said Satur¬ 
day. 

Rolf Heuer, director of the 
European Organization 
for Nuclear Research, or 
CERN, said he is confident 
that “towards the middle of 
the year, we will be there.” 
By then, he said reams of 
data from the $10 billion 
Large Hadron Collider on 
the Swiss-French border 
near Geneva should have 
been assessed. 

The timing could also help 
Scottish physicist Peter 
Higgs win a Noble Prize, 
Heuer said in an interview 
with The Associated Press 
in the Swiss resort of Davos. 
CERN’s atom smasher 
helped scientists declare 
in July their discovery of a 
new subatomic particle 


that Heuer calls “very, very 
like” a Higgs boson, that 
promises a new realm of 
understanding the uni¬ 
verse. 


The machine, which has 
been creating high-energy 
collisions of protons to in¬ 
vestigate dark matter, an¬ 
timatter and the creation 


of the universe, is being 
put to rest early this year. 
The data from it, however, 
takes longer to analyze. 
“Suppose the Higgs boson is 
a special snowflake. So you 
have to identify the snow¬ 
flake, in a big snowstorm, 
in front of a background 
of snowfields,” Heuer said 
by way of analogy. “That 
is very difficult. You need 
a tremendous amount of 
snowfall in order to identify 
the snowflakes and this is 
why it takes time." 

He said the standard mod¬ 
el of particle physics de¬ 
scribes only 5 percent of 
the universe, which many 
theorize occurred in a mas¬ 
sive explosion known as the 
Big Bang. 

To explain how subatomic 
particles, such as electrons, 
protons and neutrons, were 
themselves formed, Higgs 
and others in the 1960s en¬ 
visioned an energy field 
where particles interact 
with a key particle, the 
Higgs boson. 

The idea was that other 
particles attract Higgs bo¬ 


sons and the more they at¬ 
tract, the bigger their mass 
will be. But a big question 
remains: Is this new particle 
a variation of the Higgs 
boson, or the same as the 
Higgs boson that was pre¬ 
dicted? 

The phrase “God particle,” 
coined by Nobel Prize-win¬ 
ning physicist Leon Leder- 
man, is used by laymen, 
not physicists, more as an 
explanation for how the 
subatomic universe works 
than how it all started. 
“Now, if there is a devia¬ 
tion in one of the proper¬ 
ties of this Higgs boson, 
that means we open a 
new window, for example, 
hopefully into the part of 
the dark universe, the 95 
percent of the unknown 
universe,” said Heuer.q 
“If you find the deviation,” 
he added, “that means if it 
is not the — but a — Higgs 
boson, then we might find 
a fantastic window into 
the dark universe so we 
would make another giant 
leap from the visible to the 
dark.'O 


i 

I 



An H2-A rocket carrying two intelligence satellites lifts off from 
its launch pad at Tanegashima Space Center, southwestern Ja¬ 
pan, Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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Japan launches two 
intelligence satellites 


ERIC TALMADGE 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan 
launched two intelligence 
satellites into orbit on Sun¬ 
day amid growing con¬ 
cerns that North Korea is 
planning to test more rock¬ 
ets of its own and possibly 
conduct a nuclear test. 
Officials say the launch 
Sunday of the domestically 
produced Hll-A rocket went 
smoothly and the satellites 
— an operational radar 
satellite and an experimen¬ 
tal optical probe — appear 
to have reached orbit. 
Japan began its intelli¬ 
gence satellite program af¬ 
ter North Korea fired a long- 
range missile over Japan’s 
main island in 1998. North 
Korea conducted a launch 
last month that it says car¬ 
ried a satellite into orbit 
but has been condemned 
by the U.S. and others as a 
cover for its development 
of missile technology. 

The latest Japanese launch 


was in the planning stages 
long before the current 
increase in tensions with 
North Korea, but under¬ 
scores Japan's longstand¬ 
ing wariness of its isolated 
neighbor’s abilities and in¬ 
tentions. 

The radar satellite, which 
can provide intelligence 
through cloud cover and 
at night, is intended to aug¬ 
ment a network of several 
probes that Japan already 
has in orbit. The optical 
probe will be used to test 
future technology and im¬ 
provements that would al¬ 
low Japan to strengthen its 
surveillance capabilities. 
Japan still relies on the Unit¬ 
ed States for much of its in¬ 
telligence. 

Its optical satellites are be¬ 
lieved to be about as good 
as commercial satellites, 
meaning they are able to 
detect objects of about 40 
centimeters (16 inches) in 
size from their orbits. With 
the additional radar sat¬ 


ellite, Japan hopes to be 
able to glean intelligence 
on any specified location 
once a day. 

Japan, which hosts about 
50,000 U.S. troops, is espe¬ 
cially concerned about 
North Korea because its 
main islands are already 
within range of the North's 
missiles. Along with devel¬ 
oping its own network of 
spy satellites, Japan has 
cooperated with Wash¬ 
ington in establishing an 
elaborate missile defense 
shield. 

North Korea’s powerful Na¬ 
tional Defense Commission 
declared last week that the 
country would carry out a 
nuclear test and launch 
more rockets in defiance 
of the U.N. Security Coun¬ 
cil's announcement that it 
would punish Pyongyang 
for its long-range rocket 
test in December with more 
sanctions, calling it a viola¬ 
tion of a ban on nuclear 
and missile activity.□ 
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Taylor Swift talks sexier look, new tour 



This Jan. 26, 2013 file photo shows American singer-songwriter Taylor Swift at the Cannes festival 
palace, to take part in the NRJ Music awards ceremony in Cannes, southeastern France. 

Associated Press 


NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tay¬ 
lor Swift has been turning 
heads with her new, sexy 
wardrobe, but the 23-year- 
old says it’s just a reflection 
of getting older. 

Swift has people buzzing 
about her recent red car¬ 
pet choices, which have 
included plunging neck¬ 
lines and shorter skirts. “As 
far as wardrobe, we have 
been operating from a dif¬ 
ferent place,” Swift said. 
While her choices may be 
demure compared with 
the Kim Kardashians of 
the world, for Swift, a for¬ 
mer teen sweetheart, it’s 
raised eyebrows, and she 
acknowledges that it’s 
been a bit of a shock for 
some people who are ac¬ 
customed to seeing her 
wear long dresses. She re¬ 
called how her decision to 
wear shorts at last year’s 
MTV Video Music Awards 
caused a stir. 

“It was like, ‘Gasp, Taylor 
wears shorts.' And I thought 
it was hilarious," she said, 
adding: “I'm not going to 
be like taking my clothes 
off or that sort of thing.” 
Swift’s new look is a reflec¬ 
tion of her overall matura¬ 
tion, with her latest album, 
“Red,” selling more than 3 
million copies since it was 
released last fall and pro¬ 
ducing two smash singles, 
“I Knew You Were Trouble” 
and “We Are Never Ever 
Getting Back Together,” 
which is nominated for re¬ 
cord of the year at next 
month’s Grammy Awards. 
“I’m so happy about (my) 
three nominations — it’s 
so unreal,” Swift said in a 
phone interview Monday 
from Paris. 

Swift said she’s especially 
happy with the success 
of songs like “I Knew You 
Were Trouble," a dance- 
infused song that takes her 
further from her country 
realm than ever before. 
“The fans have been so 
good to me this year,” she 
said. “I wanted to make 
a genre-defying record, I 
wanted to make an album 
that was hard to pin down, 
and hard to box in.” 

Swift said fans should ex¬ 
pect more surprises during 


her upcoming tour, which 
kicks off March 13 in Oma¬ 
ha, Nebraska. She’s part¬ 
nering with Diet Coke for 
the tour, and she’s signed 
on to be a pitchwoman for 


the beverage. 

While a recent op-ed piece 
in The New York Times ques¬ 
tioned whether pop stars 
should be endorsing soft 
drinks with society's push 


toward a healthier lifestyle. 
Swift, who noted she's be¬ 
come more health-con¬ 
scious, said the beverage 
is part of her life. 

“I think my lifestyle plays a 


part into what I choose to 
endorse,” Swift said. “Diet 
Coke is something that is 
a part of my life. ... Also a 
part of my life is exercise.” 
Her partnership with the 
soft drink company in¬ 
cludes the use of social 
media platforms to con¬ 
nect with fans, something 
that Swift, an avid Tweeter 
and presence on Insta- 
gram, already uses on her 
own.Q 



In a 2002 photo, Leroy 
“Sugarfoot” Bonner, lead 
singer for the Ohio Players, 
performs during day two of 
the Midtown Music Festival in 
Atlanta. 

Associated Press 

Ohio Players 
frontman 
‘Sugarfoot’ 
Bonner dead 

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — Le¬ 
roy “Sugarfoot” Bonner, 
frontman for the hit-making 
funk music band the Ohio 
Players, has died in the U.S. 
He was 69. 

A spokeswoman for an 
Ohio funeral home con¬ 
firms he died Saturday. 
There is also a posting 
about his death on his 
current band’s Facebook 
page. 

The Ohio Players topped 
music charts in the 1970s 
with hits such as “Love Roll¬ 
ercoaster,” ‘'Fire,” ‘’Skin 
Tight” and “Funky Worm.” 
They were known for 
their brassy dance music, 
catchy lyrics and flamboy¬ 
ant outfits. 

Bonner helped form the 
Ohio Players in the 1960s. 
He had remained active in 
recent years with a spinoff 
called Sugarfoot’s Ohio 
PlayersO 


Amy Poehler working 
on ‘non-linear’ book 



Amy Poehler arrives at the 19th Annual Screen Actors Guild 
Awards at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles on Sunday Jan. 
27, 2013. 

Associated Press 


HILLEL ITALIE 

AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tina Fey 
had a million seller with 
a book of essays called 
“Bossypants." Amy Poe¬ 
hler? She has a deal for a 
book which appears to be 
a little bit of everything. 
The star of “Parks and Rec¬ 
reation” and former “Satur¬ 
day Night Live” performer 
has an agreement with It 
Books for an “illustrated, 
non-linear diary.” It Books, 
a pop culture imprint of 
HarperCollins Publishers, 
announced Monday that 
the book is currently untitled 
and scheduled for 2014. 
Financial terms 

were not disclosed. 
“Her original twist on the 
conventional memoir 
will have universal ap¬ 
peal,” according to It 
Books. “An illustrated, 
non-linear diary full of hu¬ 
mor and honesty and 
brimming with true sto¬ 
ries, fictional anecdotes 
and life lessons, the book 


will be a unique and en¬ 
gaging experience from 
one of today’s most tal¬ 
ented and beloved stars.” 
It's the first book for Poe¬ 
hler, who recently co-host- 
ed the Golden Globes cer¬ 
emony with Fey, her long¬ 


time friend and profession¬ 
al collaborator. Poehler will 
be edited by It Books’ Car¬ 
rie Thornton, who said in a 
statement that after first 
talking to Poehler she was 
“blown away by her cre¬ 
ativity and her passion.”□ 
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In this undated publicity photo released by Lucasfilm Ltd. & 
TM, director George Lucas directs actor Anthony Daniels, who 
plays the robot C-3PO, in “Star Wars II: Attack of the Clones,” 
on location in the Tunisian desert. 

Associated Press 


Lucasfilm pushes pause on 
3-D ‘Star Wars’ prequels 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

force isn’t with the 3-D ver¬ 
sions of the “Star Wars” pre¬ 
quels. 

Lucasfilm said in a state¬ 
ment Monday that it's 
postponing the scheduled 
3-D releases of “Star Wars: 
Episode II — Attack Of The 
Clones” and “Episode III — 
Revenge of the Sith” this 
autumn to instead focus its 
efforts on “Star Wars: Epi¬ 
sode VII.” 

The Walt Disney Co. con¬ 
firmed Friday that J.J. 
Abrams, creator of the TV 


series “Lost" and director 
of 2009's “Star Trek” movie, 
will direct the seventh in¬ 
stallment of the franchise, 
set for a 2014 release. 
Disney bought “Star Wars" 
maker Lucasfilm last month 
for $4.06 billion. 

“Episode I — The Phan¬ 
tom Menace” was re¬ 
leased in 3-D last February 
and earned $22.4 million 
domestically its opening 
weekend. 

The original prequels were 
released from 1999 to 
20050 


Newbery, Caldecott awards 
out for children's books 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kath¬ 
erine Applegate’s “The 
One and Only Ivan" won 
the John Newbery Medal 
for the outstanding book 
of 2012, while Jon Klas- 
sen’s “This Is Not My Hat” 
received the Randolph 
Caldecott Medal for out¬ 
standing illustration, the 
American Library Associa¬ 
tion announced Monday. 
The Newbery and Calde¬ 
cott awards are the top 
honors for U.S. children’s lit¬ 
erature. Applegate’s book 
tells of a daydreaming go¬ 
rilla and the life lessons he 
receives through his friend¬ 
ship with a baby elephant. 
It was inspired by a real 
gorilla, one who lived de¬ 
cades without meeting 
another of his kind before 
spending his final, happy 
years at an Atlanta zoo. 
Klassen was the author 


and illustrator of “This Is 
Not My Hat,” his picture 
story about a fish and his 
blue hat, and the succes¬ 
sor to Klassen's popular “I 
Want My Hat Back.” Bry¬ 
an Collier’s illustration for 
a book edition of Langs¬ 
ton Hughes’ poem “I, Too, 
Am America” received a 
Coretta Scott King prize 
for outstanding work by an 
African-American. Andrea 
Davis Pinkney's “Hand in 
Hand” won the King award 
for best text. 

Alire Saenz’s “Aristotle and 
Dante Discover the Secrets 
of the Universe” won twice: 
the Stonewall Book Award, 
for works about the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or trans¬ 
gender experience, and 
the Pura Belpre Award for 
best Latino/Latina author. 
David Diaz’s work on “Mar¬ 
tin de Porres: The Rose in 
the Desert" won the Belpre 
for illustration. □ 


Whitney Houston’s mother 
has words for Bobby Brown 



This Jan. 22, 2013 photo shows American gospel singer and author Cissy Houston posing for a 
portrait in New York. Houston, mother of the late singer Whitney Houston, is releasing a book, “Re¬ 
membering Whitney,” on Tuesday, Jan. 29. 


HILLEL ITALIE 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Cissy 

Houston has a few words, 

and a few more, for Bobby 

Brown. 

In “Remembering 

Whitney,” the mother of the 
late Whitney Houston writes 
that from the start she had 
doubted whether Brown 
was right for her daughter. 
And she thinks that Whitney 
might not have ended up 
so “deep” into drugs had 
they not stayed together. 

“I do believe her life 
would have turned out 
differently,” Houston writes. 
“It would have been easier 
for her to get sober and 
stay sober. Instead she was 
with someone who, like her, 
wanted to party. To me, 
he never seemed to be a 
help to her in the way she 
needed.” 

“Remembering Whitney” 
came out Tuesday, two 
weeks short of the first 
anniversary of Houston's 
death. She drowned in a 
hotel bathtub in Beverly 
Hills, California, at age 
48. Authorities said her 
death was complicated 
by cocaine use and heart 
disease. 

During a recent telephone 
interview, Houston said she 
has no contact with Brown 
and didn't see any reason 
to, not even concerning 
her granddaughter, Bobbi 
Kristina. She reaffirmed her 
comments in the book that 
Whitney Houston would 
have been better off 


without him. “How would 
you like it if he had anything 
to do with your daughter?” 
she asked. 

A request to Brown’s 
publicist for comment was 
not immediately returned 
Monday. 

Houston said she wanted 
the book published so the 
world would not believe 
the worst about her 
daughter. Cissy Houston, 
herself an accomplished 
soul and gospel singer 
who has performed with 
Elvis Presley and Aretha 
Franklin, describes Whitney 
as a transcendent talent 
and vivacious and 
generous person known 
affectionately by her 
childhood nickname, 
“Nippy.” But she 
acknowledges in the book 
that her daughter could be 
“mean” and “difficult” and 
questions at times how well 
she knew her. 

“In my darkest moments, 

I wonder whether Nippy 
loved me," she writes. “She 
always told me she did. But 
you know, she didn’t call 
me much. She didn’t come 
see me as much as I hoped 
she would.” 

But, “almost always,” 
Whitney Houston was 
“the sweetest, most loving 
person in the room." 

Brown is portrayed as 
childish and impulsive, hot 
tempered and jealous of 
his wife's success. Cissy 
Houston describes a 1997 
incident when Whitney 
sustained a “deep cut” 


Associated Press 

on her face while on a 
yacht with Brown in the 
Mediterranean. Whitney 
insisted it was an accident; 
Brown had slammed his 
hand on a table, breaking 
a plate. A piece of china 
flew up and hit Whitney, 
requiring surgery to cover 
any possible scar. 

The injury was minor, the 
effects possibly fateful. 

“She seemed sadder after 
that, like something had 
been taken away from 
her,” Houston writes. 

For years, Whitney’s drug 
problems had been only 
a rumor to her mother, 
who writes that concerns 
expressed by record 
executive Clive Davis 
were kept from her by her 
daughter and others. But 
by 2005 she had seen the 
worst. Houston remembers 
a horrifying visit to the 
Atlanta home of Brown 
and Houston, where the 
walls and doors were 
spray-painted with “big 
glaring eyes and strange 
faces." Whitney's face 
had been cut out from a 
framed family picture, an 
image Cissy Houston found 
“beyond disturbing.” The 
next time Houston came to 
the house, she was joined 
by two sheriff's deputies 
who helped her take 
Whitney to the hospital. 
“She was so angry at 
me, cursing me and up 
and down,” she writes. 
“Eventually, after a good 
long while, Nippy did stop 
being angry at me.Q 
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DC Needs More Bears! 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2013 New York Times 

When I was a kid, my parents 
would occasionally go out to¬ 
gether for dinner at a restaurant. 
To make sure the other patrons 
thought they were engaged in 
lively conversation, my mother 
would quietly tell my father sto¬ 
ries like “Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears.” He’d nod and ask 
questions like “What happened 
next?” It actually worked out 
very well. 

The other day, when I was listen¬ 
ing to the House of Representa¬ 
tives debate the debt ceiling, I 
tried to imagine ways to make 
Congress as easy to tackle over 
the dinner table as the Three 
Bears. 

The debt ceiling is the first of 
several fiscal cliffs the country 
is facing in the near future and 
the scenario is certainly riveting: 
The Treasury is due to run out of 
money to pay our bills in late Feb¬ 
ruary, at which time the national 
credit rating could crater, send¬ 
ing financial markets around the 
world into a free fall. 

But, in practice, we’re just talk¬ 
ing about rearranging deadlines. 
This week, the House voted to 
push the debt-ceiling crisis back 
to the end of the line. And the 
obvious topic of conversation, if 
you were sitting over pasta with 
your husband, would be: Which 
fiscal cliff would you rather fall off 
first? 

Imagine Goldilocks finding the 
first cliff too steep, and the next 
one too bumpy. But can you 
have a cliff that’s just right? May¬ 
be we need a poem: 

“A sequester cuts a big chunk 

from the spending 

For guns, butter and schools - but 

not lending 

It kicks in March One, 

Unless something is done 
Toward this one the GOP’s tend¬ 
ing.” 

The sequester can sound sort 
of seductive. If you made the 
Pentagon really hack away at 
its budget you know they could 
find some big, useless projects to 
get rid of. But as it stands now, 
the law requires a nasty nibbling 
away at almost every domestic 
and defense program in exis¬ 
tence rather than a couple of 
big constructive gulps. 

“There’s a thing called Continu¬ 
ing Resolution 

A kicking-the-can institution 
In March it will end, 

And the government can’t 


spend 

Unless they can find resolution” 
The last time Congress failed to 
fund the government, the results 
included, over the long run, the 
destruction of Newt Gingrich’s 
political career. So something to 
think about. 

“The debt ceiling cliff is in sight 

But Congress thinks falling off 

wouldn’t be right 

They’re postponing that day 

Till the 18th of May 

When we’ll all be too tired to 

fight” 

“No one really knows what will 
happen. But I’m not quite sure 
I want to look over the edge of 
the cliff when it comes to the 
debt limit,” Speaker John Boeh- 
ner said in a speech this week. 
So, there’s one vote. 

This was the speech in which 
Boehner claimed that the 
Obama administration was at¬ 
tempting to “annihilate” the Re¬ 
publicans and “just shove us into 
the dustbin of history.” He was 
peeved about the inauguration 
speech, which actually didn’t 
so much attack the Republicans 
as ignore them completely, as if 
they had all the significance of 
the Modern Whig Party. Nothing 
more painful than not being no¬ 
ticed. 

Boehner’s speech, to the Ripon 
Society, included repeated refer¬ 
ences to the fact that the Senate 
has not passed a budget for sev¬ 
eral years. (“There’s nothing that 
irritates our members more.”) 
Here’s another topic for dinner: 
Why are the Republicans so ob¬ 
sessed with this issue? The con¬ 
gressional budget isn’t all that 
critical; it’s more of a theory than 
a law. But Boehner and his mem¬ 
bers behave as if the Senate’s 
failure to come up with one is a 
threat to the national well-being 
that makes global warming look 
like a week of bad weather. 

To lure the party’s right wing into 
voting for the debt ceiling post¬ 
ponement, Boehner tacked on 
a section that would defer law¬ 
makers’ pay if their chamber 
doesn’t come up with a budget 
this year. That would presumably 
be the senators, since the House 
passes a budget every year, in 
the form of a plan so improbable 
that Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan 
couldn’t even drag it through 
the presidential campaign. 
“When I grew up in Wisconsin, if 
you had a job ... and didn’t do 
the work, you didn’t get paid,” 
Ryan declaimed in the House 
debate. Have you ever noticed 
how much Ryan talks about jobs 
he had in high school and col¬ 
lege? Do you think he just likes 
talking about the brief period 
when he wasn’t employed as a 
professional politician? Or is it just 
that he wants us to remember 
that he once drove the Oscar 
Meyer Wienermobile? 
Nevertheless, the Senate should 
obviously do a budget. When 
the House passed its bill this 
week, Senate Democrats said 
they would. In fact, their leaders 
were practically wearing party 
hats. They can’t waitO 



The Great Migration 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2013 New York Times 

One of the features of the 
Obama years is that we 
get to witness an enormous 
race, which you might call 
the race between meritoc¬ 
racy and government. On 
the one side, there is the 
meritocracy, which wid¬ 
ens inequality. On the oth¬ 
er side, there is President 
Barack Obama’s team of 
progressives, who are try¬ 
ing to mitigate inequality. 
The big question is: Which 
side is winning? 

First, there is our system of 
higher education, which is 
like a giant vacuum clean¬ 
er that sucks up some of 
the smartest people from 
across the country and 
concentrates them in a 
few privileged places. 
Smart high school students 
from rural Nebraska, small¬ 
town Ohio and urban New¬ 
ark, N.J., get to go to good 
universities. When they get 
there they often find a cul¬ 
ture shock. 

They've been raised in 
an atmosphere of social 


equality and now find 
themselves in a culture that 
emphasizes the relentless 
quest for distinction - to be 
more accomplished, more 
enlightened and more cut¬ 
ting edge. They may have 
been raised in a culture 
that emphasizes roots, but 
they go into a culture that 
emphasizes mobility - a 
multicultural cosmopoli¬ 
tanism that encourages 
you to go anywhere on 
your quest for self-fulfill¬ 
ment. They may have 
been raised among peo¬ 
ple who enter the rooms of 
the mighty with the nerves 
of a stranger, but they are 
now around people who 
enter the highest places 
with the confident sense 
they belong. 

But the system works. In the 
dorms, classrooms, summer 
internships and early jobs 
they learn how to behave 
the way successful people 
do in the highly educated 
hubs. There's no econom¬ 
ic reason to return home, 
and maybe it’s not even 
socially possible anymore. 
The highly educated clus¬ 
ter around a few small 
nodes. Decade after de¬ 
cade, smart and edu¬ 
cated people flock away 
from Merced, Calif.; Yuma, 
Ariz.; Flint, Mich.; and Vine- 
land, N.J. In those places, 
less than 15 percent of the 
residents have college de¬ 
grees. They flock to Wash¬ 
ington; Boston; San Jose, 
Calif.; Raleigh-Durham, 


N.C.; and San Francisco. 
In those places, nearly 50 
percent of the residents 
have college degrees. 

As Enrico Moretti writes in 
“The New Geography of 
Jobs,” the magnet places 
have positive ecologies 
that multiply innovation, 
creativity and wealth. The 
abandoned places have 
negative ecologies and 
fall further behind. 

This sorting is self-reinforc¬ 
ing, and it seems to grow 
more unforgiving every 
year. One small study 
caught my eye. Robert 
Oprisko of Butler University 
found that half of the jobs 
in university political sci¬ 
ence programs went to 
graduates of the top 11 
schools. That is to say, if you 
have a Ph.D. from Harvard, 
Stanford, Princeton and so 
on, your odds of getting a 
job are very good. If you 
earned your degree from 
one of the other 100 de¬ 
gree-granting universities, 
your odds are not. These 
other 100 schools don’t 
even want to hire the sort 
of graduates they them¬ 
selves produce. They want 
the elite credential. 

Barack Obama (Occiden¬ 
tal, Columbia, Harvard) 
benefited from this sort¬ 
ing system. So did his wife 
(Princeton, Harvard). So 
did most people in his ad¬ 
ministration. So did many 
people who read this 
newspaper and many of 
us who write for it.Q 
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In ‘Ice Cross,’ reach the top or come crashing down 


SARAH BARKER 
© 2013 New York Times 
ST. PAUL, Minn. - A com¬ 
pany at the top of the mar¬ 
keting game, Red Bull insists 
that ice cross downhill, like 
the other extreme sports 
the company has created, 
is not about selling bever¬ 
ages but rather an obliga¬ 


tion to improve the lives of 
adrenaline junkies world¬ 
wide. The participants at 
the Crashed Ice qualifier 
at Xcel Energy Center held 
last week seemed persuad¬ 
ed. 

Red Bull officials could 
have hollered, “This is an 
expensive marketing ploy 
to sell more energy drinks,” 
and the overwhelming re¬ 
sponse from skaters would 
have been, “Is it my turn 
yet?” 

Ice cross downhill com¬ 
bines elements of downhill 


skiing and motocross, and it 
is performed by four skaters 
at a time who race in full 
hockey gear down a steep, 
twisting, mogul-studded 
course at speeds reaching 
45 mph. Red Bull's Crashed 
Ice World Championship 
consists of five ice cross 
downhill tournaments, only 


one of which takes place in 
the United States. 

The Crashed Ice course, 
plunging from a bluff-top 
cathedral to downtown St. 
Paul, took 20 days and an 
army of workers with snow¬ 
mobiles to construct, just 
for this three-day event. 
As rookie Sever Lundquist 
climbed the 84 metal steps 
to the starting gate 48 feet 
above ground for the first 
time, realizing that within 
two strides he would be hit¬ 
ting vehicular speeds on 
thin steel blades, he said his 


only thought was, I can’t 
wait. 

“I used to be extremely 
involved in sports,” Lun¬ 
dquist, 23, said. “Now I 
work 50 hours a week at 
Target Corp and watch my 
two best friends play pro 
hockey in Norway. I want 
a chance to hopefully be 


a star, to be really great at 
something. To travel and 
be considered a pro ath¬ 
lete - that would be awe¬ 
some.” 

The ice cross demographic 
is heavily white, male and 
18 to 34 years old. Like the 
other extreme dudes, Lun¬ 
dquist said he had nothing 
but gratitude for Red Bull 
for investing its beverage- 
backed millions in all-com¬ 
er awesomeness. “Sure, 
there's a business incentive 
behind it, but Red Bull puts 
a lot of money into these 


outrageous events, and 
they don’t charge any¬ 
body for them,” he said. 

St. Paul businesses, par¬ 
ticularly bars, are similarly 
pleased. The mayor's of¬ 
fice reported that Crashed 
Ice 2012 brought in $20 mil¬ 
lion in what was tradition¬ 
ally the coldest week of the 


year in the city. 

Lundquist is not about to 
waste this opportunity. Be¬ 
cause the United States 
has no permanent ice 
cross courses on which to 
train, his father pulled him 
behind a snowmobile while 
he navigated an obstacle 
course they built on a lake. 
“Otherwise, at no time 
would you ever hit 45 mph 
on skates,” he said, laugh¬ 
ing. Andrew Bergeson, a 
second-year member of 
Red Bull Crashed Ice Team 
USA, is another believer. 


“I have to pinch myself,” 
said Bergeson, 25, of Red 
Wing, Minn. He was attired 
at the tryouts in the offhand 
manner of a veteran, wear¬ 
ing pink and black Zubaz 
pants. “I've played hock¬ 
ey since I was 3 years old. 
Within two months of doing 
ice cross, I was af the top 
of the sport. It excites me to 
be a pioneer.” 

Like most ice crossers, 
Bergeson has a strong 
hockey background sprin¬ 
kled with other fast-moving, 
hard-hitting pursuits like ski¬ 
ing, in-line skating and foot¬ 
ball. 

“My brother and I were al¬ 
ways making jumps in our 
backyard," he said. “So 
when I heard about the 
tryouts, I thought this was 
something I might be good 
at. The prize money nev¬ 
er crossed my mind. I just 
wanted a chance to get 
on the course.” 

Competing last January 
against an international 
field of about 160 veterans 
and rookies, in front of a 
Red Bull-primed crowd of 
80,000, Bergeson finished in 
26fh place, the third Ameri¬ 
can. As such, he was invit¬ 
ed to join Team USA for the 
Crashed Ice World Cham¬ 
pionship 2012 series - in the 
Netherlands, Sweden and 
Quebec City, Canada - at 
Red Bull’s expense. 

The life of a professional ice 
crosser did nof mesh with 
that of a full-time student, 
however, so Naasz took 
the spring semester off and 
made up classes over the 
summer. “My parents think 
the travel is great, but they 
probably would have killed 
me if I didn’t keep up with 
school,” he said. As late¬ 
comers to ice cross down¬ 
hill, the Team USA athletes 
finished the 2012 season in 
the middle of world rank¬ 
ings, with Swiss, Canadian 
and Finnish athletes tak¬ 
ing the top spots. Naasz 
trained last summer with 
renewed energy, working 
out in the gym daily, moun¬ 
tain biking and getting on 
the ice three times a week. 
His dedication resulted in a 
second-place finish at this 
season’s first Crashed Ice 
event in Ontario, just be¬ 
hind the world champion 
Kyle Croxall of Canada.Q 


An ice cross racer crashing down the ice track at Red Bull's Crashed Ice World Championship in St. Paul, Minn. Red Bull insists that 
ice cross downhill, like the other extreme sports the company has created, is not about selling beverages but rather an obligation 
to improve the lives of adrenaline junkies worldwide. 

(Jenn Ackerman/The New York Times) 














